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Our Christmas King 
By Adalyn S. Holden 
A BOVE. the war-cloud—louder than 


The clash of strife, we sing: 
Though “heathen rage” and rulers say 
“The earth shall own OUR mighty sway,”— 
We wait GOD’S COMING KING. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Let the Christmas joy-bells ring; 
Through the blight of earth’s dense midnight 
Christ is coming—Christ, the King! 








Satan’s Hope 


Satan seems to be one of the most persistently 


hopeful persons in the universe. He is fighting God; 
and he apparently hopes to win. Have we realized 
what he hopes for from every temptation that comes 
into our life? Writing of two purposes in temptation, 
one has said: “One is Satan’s purpose, that this trial 
should discourage you and create a division between 
you and your God, that he (Satan) may have more 
opportunities to control your life and destroy it. Dis- 
couragement develops doubt, and doubt brings death 
to all spiritual life.” Yes,—there can actually be 
division between the Christian and God; estrange- 
ment; with all the loss and suffering and defeat that 
this means. But such division need never occur again 
between us and our God, if we will but “remember 
Jesus Christ” and his perféct and unbroken suffi- 
ciency. For greater than the hopefulness of Satan is 
the hopefulness of God. And the other purpose of 






temptation, or testing, is that we may always turn 
instantly to Christ and remember that he is able and 
faithful. Why not accept God’s plan rather than 
Satan’s, and let every temptation, instead of occa- 
sioning division, simply bind us closer to God and 
strengthen our union with Christ through increased 
faith in Him? 
> at 


To Help Many 


There is no such thing as a universal person. 
Great multitudes are made up of—just individuals. 
And so individual interests, not universal interests, 
are the most interesting to individuals. One of the 
editors of The Sunday School Times found, long 
ago, that when he tried to write something of such 
general interest that it would appeal to everybody, 
it appealed to nobody and interested none at all. But 
when he wrote of. some actual incident that hap- 
pened in the experiencé cf some one individual, he 
found that many were likely to be interested. So in 
preaching a sermon, or in speaking to a Sunday- 
school, or teaching a Sunday-school class, or address- 
ing a number of persons, forget about the fact that 
there is a number, and give the message as though 
you were talking to only one. Then you are likely 
to help many. For the many are made up only of 
“ones.” General help reaches nobody; particular help 


reaches many. 


The Pleasantest Path 


All that God wants to force on his children is a 
good time. And we dodge, and evade, and rebel— 
and insist upon having a very poor time. A Chris- 
tian worker, acknowledging a loving letter from a 
friend, spoke of his own purpose to persevere in the 
work that he believed Godthad given him to do, and 
then said: “Nevertheless the credit for even the 
perseverance is not due to me, but to the driving 


power of the Spirit of God. What a wonderful God 
we have, whose persevering patience with us does 
not fail.even when he has to drive us on to the 
attack against the phantom foes, the creations of our 
doubts and fears, that seem so real and terrible in 
front of us, but vanish as we advance, like morning 
mists before the rising sun, as, : 
“ At every step of our onward way 
He makes new scenes to rise, 
And every joy He sends us comes 
A sweet and glad surprise,” 


we learn that the path of duty is not only the path of 
safety, but the path of pleasantness and peace!” To 
trust fully in the eager, yearning, all-providing love 
of our heavenly Father is to live unceasingly in hap- 
piness and wealth. 
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Sufficient Faith 


“Tf only I had faith enough!” is a sad lament 
that a Christian need never make. For he can always 
have instantly the faith he needs in any emergency. 
Dr. Clarence D. Ussher in his thrilling story in this 
issue tells of facing the question of claiming heal- 
ing when he was at death’s door. He told the Lord 
he was too weak to exercise faith; and the message 
came that it was not his faith, but Christ’s, that would 
accomplish the miracle. Dr. Ussher tells how the 
experience taught him that “All the faith I need to 
claim anything that is within the will of God: is the 
belief that Jesus Christ my Saviour and Lord has 
faith enough to claim anything for me.” The only 
limit is that the desire should be within God’s will, 
and that makes it limitless; for no good thing will 
He withhold from them that walk uprightly. Dr. 
Ussher unconsciously was exercising the very faith 
he thought he did not have. In the moment of need 
the great secret of victory is to believe in the suffi- 
ciency of Christ, including his sufficiency to supply 
all the faith we need. 


What Christ’s Coming Really Means 


= IS not an accident that the International Uni- 

form Lessons, which are studied with greater or 

less zeal by some twelve or fifteen million Sunday- 
school pupils, should close the year 1916 with such a 
review topic as “Christ’s Coming and Coming to 
Christ.” That is the way the Bible closes; and the 
Scripture lesson for this review consists of the closing 
verses of the Bible. It has been thirty years since 
the International Lesson Committee has chosen so 
many lessons in any one year from the book of Reve- 
lation, and their choice was made long before the 
starting of the great world conflagration which has 
turned the attention of thousands of Christians to 
the prophetic Word of God. There are many min- 
isters and thoughtful laymen who had given littie or 
no attention to the subject, but who are now eager 
to know the true Bible message on the Coming of 
Christ. 

The Coming of Christ is not only the key to the 
understanding of ce-tain. prophetic portions of 
Scripture ; it is the key to the whole Bible. No por- 
tion of the Word of God can be grasped without 
some understanding of the truths connected with the 
Coming of Christ to this earth. or it is not certain 
verses or chapters or books that speak of his Coming. 
The whole Book teaches it, and in a startlingly true 
sense the Book teaches nothing else. 

From that moment when God pointed fallen man 
to the Seed of the woman as his only hope, men who 
knew God kept their eyes on that hope of His com- 
ing. God’s intention was that the eyes of men,—first 
the eyes of Israel, to whom the revelation was com- 
mitted,—should never be turned from the Coming 
One. The Old Testament is a long record of God’s 
loving endeavor to call wayward Israel back to that 
expectation of the coming Messiah, the while they 
should live in the favor and power of their Jehovah- 
Saviour. 

But all Israel turned from that long-delayed Hope 


to their own plans for rejuvenation. When the Son 
of Man came, did he find the faith on the earth? 
What faith? Faith in his Coming. A million wor- 
shipers of Israel’s God may have strictly followed 
every custom of their fathers: but they were not 
looking for God’s Coming, and they did not welcome 
him when he came. It was not that the Israelites had 
missed one part of the message of their God. They 
had missed the central message. It was only the 
Simeons who looked for “the consolation of Israel,” 
and therefore who could understand God and his 
purposes for the world. It was Anna who could 
speak of Him “to all them that were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.” Zacharias and Elisabeth 
and Mary and John the Baptist had their glorious 
places in the story of the Messiah because they were 
looking for his Coming. As always in the long years 
of Israel’s history, it was the remnant that under- 
stood God and his purposes, and they could not be 
understood apart from the expectation of his Coming. 

It will be seen that the sweeping statements that 
were just made about the place of this truth in the 
Word of God do not refer to any particular truth 
about Christ’s second coming, nor indeed to that 
coming specifically. Nor are they limited to his first 
coming. For it should be clearly noted that the heart- 
center of God’s plan of redemption, the whole mes- 
sage of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, con- 
cerned the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to this 
earth ; it is the message of Emmanuel, “God with us”; 
redemption has no other meaning than this, and that 
redemption is possible of accomplishment only by the 
Coming of the Lord Jesus to earth. This Coming of 
Christ to earth includes his first coming and his sec- 
ond coming. All who believe the Bible believe that 
Christ is coming again. If he is, then his second 
coming is just as necessary in the plan of redemption 
as his first coming. 

An eminent Christian leader in speaking to a friend 
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about Christ’s Coming said that he believed thor- 
oughly in the doctrine that Christ will come before 
the millennium, and that He may come in this gen- 
eration. But he went on to say that he believed the 
Church should get together on the great fact that He 
is coming again and turn away from the question of 
whether that coming may be in this generation or a 
thousand years hence. “For,” said he, “I can see 
nothing in the Bible that lays emphasis upon the 
eg oe in connection with Christ’s coming.” If it 

true that the purpose. of Christ’s second coming 
is not revealed to us, and therefore is unimportant 
for us, then indeed the guees as to whether Christ 
comes before or after the Kingdom Age, or Millen- 
nium, is of no consequence. But should it be thought 
surprising that our Lord’s second coming has as 
definite a purpose as his first, that it is just as essen- 
tial in God’s plan of redemption? If that whole plan 
centers in his coming to earth, then assuredly with- 
out his second coming to earth the whole plan would 
collapse. 

In the Christmas Sunday-school lesson there was 
prema the picture of the Child who was to be 

rn, the Son who was to be given, “and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever- 
lasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). Packed 
into that wonderful verse is a sketch of God’s re- 
demptive purpose,—a companion verse to John 3: 16, 
which also tells of the giving of a Son. And in these 
two salvation verses, as in all others, it is his Coming 
to earth that is the pre-eminent and essential mes- 
sage. But his first coming left the Isaiah verse quite 
incomplete. The government is not yet upon his 
shoulder (save for the governing of the hearts of 
those who have yielded pen to him), for “we see 
not yet all things subject to him” (Heb. 2:8). And 
he is not yet Prince of Peace (save in the hearts of 
those who have taken his gift of peace) ; he is yet to 
be Prince of Peace to a warring, sin-torn world. 
The complete fulfilment of these redemptive prophe- 
cies await Christ’s second coming, just as the begin- 
ning of their fulfilment awaited his first Coming. 

So, while it is clear that for the individual receiv- 
ing of Christ Jesus as Saviour an understanding of 
his second coming is not essential, the grasping of 
the truths about that coming is essential to a, full 
understanding of the very salvation which has been 
accepted. There are two simple tests of whether we 
have a clear View of what his second coming means. 

Are we looking for his coming? That is the first 
test, and one that goes to. the heart of the personal 
spiritual experience, Are we of those who “love his 
appearing”? It may be said unqualifiedly that if a 
Christian is not looking lacwued to the coming of 
Christ, there is something wrong with his conception 
of the truth concerning that coming. He may be 
able to work out a strong argument from the Scrip- 
ture in support of his views of the second coming, 
and indeed his theory as to the truth of that coming 
may be wholly correct, yet if the Hope of his Coming 
is not a warm, living, personal reality, he may well 
consider whether he has not missed some vital part 
of the truth. In this, as in all other teachings of the 
Word, an intellectual or theoretical grasp of the truth 
is one thing, and the living appropriation of it in 
life’s experience is another. It is not necessary to 
expect our Lord to come to-night, or to set any date 
for his coming, in order to love his appearing. There 
are those who believe that certain things must hap- 
pen before the Lord can come, and who yet are 
eagerly looking forward to his coming. 

May we then believe that Christ will not come 
again to earth until after the thousand years of 
blessedness, the very beginning of which period is 
still in the dim, uncertain but far distant future? 
The sufficient answer is that those who believe that 
this is the Bible teaching concerning his second com- 
ing are not looking for his coming. And there must 
be something wrong with every theory that robs us 
of the vital reality of that blessed Hope in which 
the apostles so rejoiced. The Christians who take 
this view, many of them most devoted and effective 
servants of the Master, have wholly shut out from 
their life’s experience the Hope of his coming. Only 
God, who has set this Hope before us, can under- 
stand what loss there is to those Christians and to the 
Church in thus completely ignoring that which was 
at the heart-center of apostolic Christianity. None 
can read the New Testament without being aware of 
the fact that the Apostles considered the Blessed 
Hope a great incentive to holiness, a spur to zeal in 
evangelizing the world, and a flame that made their 
hearts burn within them for personal affection and 
_— for the Lord who had promised to return to 
them. 

This first test of our attitude to the Lord’s second 
coming concerns the individual in his personal re- 
lation to his Lord. The second test relates to the 
world and the working out of God’s redemptive pur- 
poses in it. Are we expecting Christ by coming again 
personally to drive out the Evil One, to bring in 
righteousness, to heal the open sores cf the world? 
Or are we expecting these results to be accomplished 
in some other way? If the kingdom of righteousness 
and peace cannot come on earth until our Lord Jesus 
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comes, then there is surely unspeakable loss in ex- 
pecting this result to be accomplished in some other 
way. It is the Christian’s duty to spend himself ‘in 
ceaseless activity, as God may direct, to bring men to 
Christ as their only Saviour. But he should remem- 
ber that this will not Christianize the world; it will 
evangelize it, which is our supreme duty till He come. 

The Jews before Christ’s first coming knew that 
God had promised them deliverance from all their 
enemies, and exaltation to a glo eater than that 
of Solomon’s day. They look or a great con- 
queror to lead them to victory against the Roman 
tyrants. Meanwhile the zealous ones were trying by 
every means that offered to bring Israel out of her 
fallen condition. They were not setting their hope 
upon the coming of Christ. When he came they re- 
jected him. They would not have God’s plan of re- 
demption. They were seeking to establish their own 
rightesusness and would not submit themselves to 
the righteousness of God. The result was inevitable 
disaster. It ~~ ee to a loyal Jew that the 
Temple would razed to the ground, that for cen- 
turies Israel would be scattered over the earth home- 
less and nationless. But that was how all their 
humanly planned means for redemption worked %out. 
God’s plan they rejected. 

In the situation of the world to-day, as the Chris- 
tian Church looks forward to the second coming, 
there is an amazing and pathetic parallel to the sit- 
uation that preceded his first coming. We Christians 
to-day are joining forces with men who utterly re- 
ject our Saviour, in an effort to bring in universal 
and peruianent peace, — every possible means 
except the means which God has provided. We are 
joining forces with those who scout the idea of the 
ong of Christ, in escablishing social righteousness 
by law, by education, by every means except the 
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blood of the Cross. In all of these things we are 
seeking to establish our own righteousness, to finish 
God’s redemptive purposes in a way that God’s Word 
has declared to be impossible, If we Christians set 
our hope on civilization, on tht wisdom of legislators, 
on the might and power of human intellect, we shall 
be sore puzzled, as were the Jews, to see all of 
these things going down in a crash as complete and 
overwhelming as the destruction of the temple at 
Jerusalem; for not one stone will be left upon 
another of this structure of human righteousness. 
But we shall praise God that his plan prevails. He 
wants us to understand his plan now, that we may. 
the most effectively work for him, with our hope for 
the ultimate conquest of evil and the bringing in of 
universal righteousness set on nothing other than 
Christ and his Coming. ; 

If the Coming of ‘Christ to earth is the heart-center 
of God’s redemptive purposes it is but natural that 
the last word of both Old and New Testaments 
should be concerning that Coming. 

The last three words that the Lord Jesus gave to 
men were these words: “I come quickly.” t is 
to say, the next event in God’s program of redemp- 
tion is the coming of Christ. God wants his children 
never to take their eyes off that next great event. 
It is the Blessed Hope. He wants us to respond 
“Amen: Even so come, Lord Jesus.” And while we 
are waiting, the grace of the Lord Jesus is with his 
saints. That is the way the New Testament closes,— 
with a forward took. And if we who have Christ 
dwelling within us do not have that forward look 
to him, there is something wrong. Let us set it 
right ane. meet the tests: having a knowledge that He 
personally must conquer our great enemy, destroying 
him by the breath of His Coming, and having the 
yearning heart of the lover to meet the Loved One. 





Did Paul Have an Unfair Advantage ? 


On page 527, of The Sunday School Times of Septem- 
ber 2, 1916, is the statement; “Remind the class again 
that Paul’s sudden and miraculous conyersion -is the 
wonderful type of t]- sudden and miraculous, conver- 
sion of the whole Jewish people when, Christ, at His 
return, shall reveal himself to them as He did to Paul, 
as one born out of due season (1 Cor. 15 : 8).” 

This seems to imply that the whole matter depended 
upon the way Christ revealed himself to Paul and the 
Jews, also to mankind. Paul was ready for and willing 
to receive the revelation, while the Jews were not. 
Will they be more ready at Christ’s return? Did Christ 
reveal himself in a convincing way to Paul,.and not to 
the Jewish people? If it was simply a matter of the 
way Christ revealed himself to Paul and to others, why 
did he not reveal himself to all in the same way,—and 
thus convert all people, and have all as loyal to Chris- 
tianity as was Paul? Did Paul have a better chance 
than the Jews, and a better chance than other men; 
and if so, why?—A Nebraska Layman. 


Did Abram have a better chance than his neighbors, 
when God called him out of Mesopotamia into the 
land of Canaan to become the father of God’s 
Chosen People? 

Did David have a better chance than his brothers 
when God called him from the sheep-fold to become 
a of Judah and Israel, and ancestor of the Son of 

od? 

Did the fishermen of Galilee have a better chance 
than their fellows when Jesus called them to become 
not only disciples but of the inner circle of apostles? 

These questions are beyond our depth. They are 
in the realm of the mystery of the sovereignty of God 
and the free-will of man, both of which truths are 
plainly declared in Scripture. 

That the extraordinary manner in which Paul was 
won io the acceptance of Christ (through Christ’s 
sovereign and arbitrary revealing of Himself to this 
leader of the Jews’ enmity against Christ) is a type 
of what Christ will do for the Jews at His coming, 
is inescapably clear from Scripture. And that the 
Jews will indeed “be more ready at Christ’s return” 
then they were in Paul’s day, or than théy are to-day, 
is made plain in Scripture. They will be prepared 
through the terrible persecutions and tribulation, be- 
yond anything that the Jews have yet suffered, in the 
awful “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) under 
the anti-Christ. 

It is true that the vay in which Christ revealed 
himself to Paul, and the way in which he will reveal 
himself to the Jews at his coming, are vital factors 
in the acceptance of Christ. God does nothing that is 
not vital. But we must not, on this account, suppose 
that God did not do all that he could do, reverently 
speaking, to reveal himself “in a convincing way” to 
the Jews in the first century. The fact that Christ 
did not reveal himself to all the Jewish people in that 
day as he did to Paul simply means one thing for us: 
God knew that it was not best. The time was not ripe. 

We can rest confidently in all that God’s. Word de- 





clares to us as to his plans, past, present, and future. 
We can know that, so far as God is concerned, every 
one has “a square deal” from God. And we can safely 
leave many of our questions unanswered until Christ 
himself comes and we know even as wé are known 


(1 Cor. 13: 12). 
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Were Two Baptisms Needed? 


In Acts 18 : 24-26 and 19: 1-7, does it mean that John 
the Baptist’s disciples had to be baptized over again, 
or just the ones that didn’t understand they were to look 
to Jesus?—Arkansas Inquirer. 


Here are the facts in the passages referred to: 

An eloquent Jew named Apollos, at Ephesus, 
“spake and taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John.” When 
Paul came to Ephesus he found certain disciples there 
and asked them whether they had received the Holy 
Spirit when they believed. They said they had not. 
“Into what then were ye baptized?” asked Paul. 
“Into John’s baptism,” they answered. “And Paul 
said, John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people that they should believe on 
him that should come after him, that is, on Jesus. 
When they heard this, they were baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus.” And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, “the Holy Spirit came on them.” 

John the Baptist had called upon people to repent 
of their sins and turn to God, with the understanding 
that through their faith in the coming Messiah they 
would be forgiven (Mark 1:4-8). And John said 
of this coming Messiah, “I baptized you in water; 
but he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit.” It is 
believed that the disciples at Ephesus whom Paul 
questioned were “disciples of John the Baptist, look- 
ing forward to a coming King, not Christians look- 
ing backward to an accomplished redemption.” 
Under Paul’s teaching they accepted the finished work 
of Christ as their Saviour and were baptized into 
His name. Through this definite act of faith on 
their part the Holy Spirit could and did enter into 
them; and so the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” was 
an accomplished fact in their lives. 

This “second baptism,” which John the Baptist 
could not accomplish, but which Christ made possible 
and accomplished, was necessary for all disciples of 
John the Baptist who went on into all that God 
offered. Whether those who, under John the Baptist, 
had been baptized with water unto repentance and 
remission of sins, were usually baptized with water a 
second time as a symbol of their definite acceptance 
of Christ as Saviour and of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, is not declared in the New Testament record. 
One of the best Bibleecyclopedias states, “Those of 
the twelve who had been baptized by John probably 
received no further baptism until the ‘extraordinary 
one by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.” 
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How to Study the Gospel of John 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


A first 


mpse of the riches ef the coming six months’ S 


lessons 





one aim. Four pictures and one Person® Four 

methods of recording impressions of that Per- 
son. Matthew may be said to demonstrate; Mark to 
depict; Luke to declare; John to describe. Matthew 
is concerned with the coming of a promised Saviour ; 
Mark with the life of a govertst Saviour ; Luke with 
the grace of a perfect Saviour; John with the pos- 
session of a personal Saviour. Each Gospel has been 
given a keynote from the Old Testament. Matthew, 
‘Behold, thy king” (Zech. 9:9). Mark, “Behold, my 
servant” (Isa. 42:1). Luke, “Behold, the man 
(Zech. 6:12). John, “Behold, your God” (Isa. 40:9). 
It is, therefore, important that, whatever may be the 
relations between these four records, each should be 
studied alone first of all to obtain the definite impres- 
sion intended by the writer. It is this that makes it 
so essential to obtain a general view of John’s Gospel 
in the light of the lessons of the next six months. 


I. The Gospel’s Purpose: Seven Keys 

Unlike Matthew and Mark, Luke and John both 
give the reason why they wrote their Gospels (Luke 
1:1-4). John makes a definite statement which 
bears on the composition and contents of the whole 
Gospel; it must be considered with all possible mi- 
nuteness. “But these are written, that ye may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye may have life in his name” (John 20: 31). 
This shows the writer’s definite purpose: “These are 
written that”—and this purpose is twofold: (1) to 
lead to personal belief in the historical “Jesus” as 
the Messiah (for the fom) and the “Son of God” 
(for the Gentiles) ; (2) to lead, by believing, to the 
possession of life in his name. 

There are seven terms in this verse that are char- 
acteristic of and that summarize the Gospel. They 
should be tested by a good concordance, or by read- 
ing the Gospel through and marking the references in 
colored crayons. 

1. “Believe”: Ninety-eight times in John as com- 
pared with Matthew’s eleven times, Mark’s fifteen, 
and Luke’s nine. This keynote of faith is struck in 
the earliest chapter and is found everywhere until it 
culminates in the message to the apostle Thomas 
(20: 29). epee 
2. “Jesus”: This is the historic name, and no- 
where are the true humanity and historic character 
of our Lord more clearly set forth than in this 
Gospel. 

3. “The Christ”: This term, signifying the Jewish 
Messiah, is a special point, more particularly in rela- 
tion to the Jews, in the first great ‘section, chapters 
I to 12. 

4. “The Son of God”: Another title of Christ 
found in the first chapter and illustrated all through. 
There is perhaps no title which is found more fre- 
quently than “the Son” with its correlative, “the 
Father.” 

5. “Have”: This word is peculiarly .characteristic 
of John and always implies conscious possession of 
spiritual things, having and holding, obtaining and 
retaining. 

6. “Life”: The Greek word (zoe) always refers 
to the inward and spiritual reality as distinct from 
the outward and visible expression (bios). This dis- 
tinction and contrast may be seen in our words “zoo- 
logy” and “biology.” The word “life” occurs in 
John thirty-six times as compared with Matthew’s 
seven, Mark’s four, and Luke’s six. 

7. “His name”: Another phrase characteristic of 
John (1:12; 2:23; 3:18) and occurring no less than 
eleven times in chapters 14 to 17. The “name” 
always means the revealed character and “in his 
name” means in union with what we know of him. 

The whole Gospel is built up on the truths associ- 
ated with these seven terms. And thus when we 
study carefully the purpose of John, we find the two 
ideas of Fact (20: 30) and Faith (v. 31); the revela- 
tion and the record; the work and the writing. Our 
Lord’s life is intended to be the basis and inspiration 
of our faith. Every fact in hifi is to be a factor 
and, therefore, a force in us. We must, therefore, 
study the Gospel along the lines of this purpose as 
expressed in these ideas, and the more closely we do 
so, the more we shall see that everything from be- 
ginning to end is deliberately and definitely included 
with the special object here so clearly set forth. 


Il. The Gospel’s Plan: Faith and Unbelief 

This purpose (20:31) is built up and realized by 
means of a definite plan. Everything in the Gospel 
subserves the purpose, and careful study shows that 
nothing is superfluous. What is this plan? Can we 
discover it? It is the presentation of Jesus Christ 


Fe: Gospels and one Christ. Four records.and 
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in those aspects of his revelation which drew forth 
faith in him. This is not done by argument or by 
philosophy or even by theology; it is set forth as the 
manifestation of a Lire. Thus, we have a definite 
though comprehensive picture of Christ himself as a 
personal, practical Gospel for man. While the mate- 
rials used are all historical, sucl. a selection of facts 
is made as to adapt them strictly to show the way in 
which Jesus revealed himself to men and also the 
way in which*he was received by them. 

Yet side by side with this manifestation of Christ 
to faith there is the obvious and sorrowful fact that 
all did not receive him, and so the Gospel reveals a 
growing unbelief which culminates in Christ’s rejec- 
tion and crucifixion. This unbelief is shown to be 
due to the deep-seated sinfulness of man and his 
consequent alienation from God. 

These two aspects of Faith and Unbelief are 
strikingly shown by the recurrence of one phrase, 
“his own,” in two places (1:11; 13:1). We are told 
first of those who were “his own” people who did 

-not; beeause they would-not, receive him °(1: 11). 
Then we are shown the other class, “his own” who 
did receive him (13:1). 

Thus, three elements may be said to run through 

the Gospel: Revelation, Reception, Rejection. They 





Coming Riches that Belong to You 


As we are permitted, by the Gospel of the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, to enter into the very heart of the Son of God 
luring the study of the Sunday-school lessons of the first 
six months of 191 7, we shall be faced by some of the most 
vital questions of the Christian era. 
Are you equipped to answer those questions ? 

» Your problems as a Bible teacher, and the problems of 
your thoughtful, inquiring, doubting, indifferent, or seeking 
pupils will be frankly discussed in Sunday School Times 
in 1917, and will be brought under a flood of light from the 
strongest Bible students in America and Great Britain. In 
addition to the tenfold lesson department each week in the 
Times (your Lesson Tool Chest of Ten Sharp Tools), such 
topics as the following will be taken up in special articles : 


What is Meant by the Deity of Christ? 

Do “ Christians ” Really Doubt the Deity of Christ ? 
Obstacles to Believing in the Deity of Christ 
What Does God Say About the Deity of Christ? 
Why Reason Requires the Deity of Christ 

Who Wrote the Fourth Gospel ? 

Why Was Jesus Called “ the Word”? 

What is Meant by “the Lamb of God”? 

If You Had Been Living in Nazareth 

What Is It to be “ Born Again”? 

What Is It to Believe on Christ ? 

If You Had Met a Pharisee 

When Jesus Enters Jerusalem Again 

What is “ Union with Christ” ? 


Why Do Christians Deny Their Lord? 
What Did Jesus’ Death Mean ? 


That is why we want to make sure that the renewal of 
your own subscription to The Sunday School Times is 
promptly sent to us, that you may not miss a single number. 


And we want you also to share this wealth of opportunity 
with every Christian you number among your friends who 
doesn’t have The Sunday School Times. Will you send 
us their names and addresses immediately, asking us to send 
them a free specimen copy of the paper ? ~ 

If you will do everything in your power to work with us 
in extending the blessings of the richest possibie Bible study, 
Victorious Life in<Christ, and efficiency in Christian service 
through the  paeny use of The Sunday School Times, we, 
and you, and your friends will all be grateful together. 


(The subscription rates will be found on page 770.) 


are found in the prologue, and in one way or an- 
other they are the substance of every chapter from 
first to last. 


Ill. The Seven Great Sections 


With the purpose of the Gospel (20:31) clearly 
in mind and the plan realized, it is now necessary to 
consider the way in which the plan is developed and 
the purpose at every point shown. The chief main 
division has already been given, consisting of two 
parts: (1) 1 to 12, “his own”; (2) 13 to 21, “his 
Then we find that the Gospel is further 
divided into seven great sections. 


1. The Prologue (1: 1-18). 


(a) The Revelation (vs. 1-4). 
fb) The Rejection (vs. 5-11). 
c) The Reception (vs. 12-18). 


In this section four Titles of Christ are to be 
noted: The Word; The Light; The Life; The Son. 
Their order and meaning are to be considered. 


2. The Revelation of the Messiah (1:19 to 6:71). 
The beginnings of faith and unbelief. At each stage 
a selection of scenes is given in which Jesus mani- 
fested himself, and in the discussions on which the 
true meaning and twofold consequence of his revela- 
tion were brought out, sometimes resulting in faith 
and at others in unbelief. 

(a) Faith begins in the disciples (1:19 to 2:12). 
This is due to the threefold testimony of John the 
Baptist, the first disciples, and the first miracle. 

(b) The first public manifestation (2:13 to 4:54). 
This includes Judza, Samaria, and Galilee, the three 
main sections of the land, and involves the first offer 
of himself .o the nation. 

(c) The crisis of the manifestation (5:1 to 6:71). 
ee is seen first in Jerusalem (5) and then in Gali- 
ee (6). : 

Every part illustrates the growth of faith and un- 
belief, and the seven points of 20:31 are all illus- 
trated and developed in this section. 

Some writers prefer to end this section 
with chapter 4, but as chapters 7 to 12 form a unity 
of place, time, and circumstances, it is better to re- 
gard the latter section as the beginning of the end 
rather than the end of the beginning.) 


3. The Great Conflict (7 to 12). The development 
of unbelief into active hostility and the growth of 
faith in the true followers. 

(a) The commencement of the conflict (7, 8). 
This is seen before, during, and after the feast. 

(b) The course of the conflict (9, 10). This in- 
cludes the sign and its consequence (9), the Shep- 
herd and his claim, and the Son and his conscious- 
ness (10). 

(c) The culmination of the conflict (11, 12). This 
is shown in the great miracle (11) with the differ- 
ing results (11: 47 to 12:19) followed by the closing 
scenes (12: 20-36). 

Then follows a concluding comment on the public 
ministry (12: 37-50), giving first the evangelist’s and 
then the Master’s judgment. There was no need of 
further testimony, for Christ’s public work was over. 
He was already in the heart of his disciples, as seen 
in the episode at Bethany; he was being opposed by 
popular opinion ; and there were also hints of a wider 
circle still in the visit of the Greeks. So this epi- 
logue is given, showing that Isaiah’s explanation was 
true and that the manifestations of Christ were quite 
sufficient. The outcome was seen in the two sides 
of light and darkness. In all this it is important to 
continue noting with great care how the purpose of 
20: 31 is developed in detail in this section. 


4. The Development of Faith (13 to 17). We are 
now to give special attention to our Lord’s mani- 
festatioa to his disciples, and we may think of it 
with special reference to their faith. 


(a) The education of faith (13). 
(b) The instruction of faith (14 to 16). 
(c) The encouragement of faith (17). 


Or we may look at these chapters in a slightly dif- 
ferent way, though still referring to the training of 
the Twelve: 14, Consolation (faith); 15, Instruc- 
tion (love); 16, Prediction (hope); 17, Intercession 
(glory). 

5. The Culmination of Unbelief (18, 19). 

(a) The Betrayal (18: 1-11). 

(b) The Trial (18:12 to 19): ecclesiastical 
(twofold) ; civil (sevenfold). 

(c) The Crucifixion (19: 17-42). 


(Continued on the next page) 
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6. The Culmination of Faith (20). 

(a) The Revelation of the Fact of the Resur- 
rection (vs. I-10). f : 

(b) The Revelation of the Person raised (vs. 
11-23). 

(c) The Revelation of Person and Fact (vs. 
24-29). 

(Purpose, vs. 30, 31.) 


7. The Epilogue (21). 
(a) The Lord and the Christian Community 


(vs. 1-14). 
(b) The Lord and the Individual Christian 


vs. 15-19). 
(c) The Lord and the Future (vs. 20-23). 
(Personal Conclusion, vs. 24, 25.) 


The Prologue and Epilogue should be compared 
and contrasted, the former dealing with Christ be- 
fore his Incarnation and the latter with him after 
his Resurrection; the one treating of his First Com- 
ing and the other of his Second Coming. 

Thus, on the foundation of the manifestation of 
Jesus Christ are built the two great facts and factors 
of faith and unbelief. In some respects the Pro- 
logue contains the whole Gospel: 


(a) 1:41:19 to 6:71. 
(b) 1: 5-11 =7 to 12. 
(c) 1: 12-18 = 13 to 21. 

The more thoroughly the details are studied, the 
clearer will it be seen that every part in some way 
subserves the purpose and is included in the plan of 
the Gospel. 

IV. John’s Personal Experiences. 
It has frequently been pointed out that there is 
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one element in the plan which runs through every 
part of the Gospel. This is the personal factor, 
which is often clear, sometimes is only hinted at, but 
is always real. It is as though the selection of mate- 
rial was due to the personal experience of the 
Apostle himself, and the Gospel, as it stands, is a 
progressive record based on his own life. It is, as 
some one has well said, the story of “how I came to 
believe and how you also may believe.” If this be 
true, John’s Gospel is intended to elicit experiment in 
others and thus lead in turn to further experience. 
This personal element is certainly seen in the minute 
details of chapter 1 and the personal touches of such 
passages as 13: 23-26; 18: 25-27; 19: 25-27, 31-37; 20: 
§, 8) aa: 9 am 

It has also been noted that only three times in the 
Gospel have we any direct hint or suggestion of the 
writer himself, but when the three passages are put 
together, they seem to indicate three stages of his 
progressive experience: (a) 1:38, the desire of the 
young believer, “Where dwellest thou?” (b) 13:25, 
the inquiry of the growing believer, “Lord, who is 
it?” (c) 21:7, the insight of the mature believer, 
“It is the Lord.” This seems to correspond with 
John’s own division of Christians into children, young 
men, and fathers (1 John 2: 12-14). 

And so, when we review the entire Gospel, and 
pay special attention to its purpose, plan, and progress 
we see how every part serves to carry out the writer’s 
intention of recording the Divine manifestation of 
Jesus Christ and the twofold result in some being 
hostile and others loyal to him. His claim to reveal 
the Father and his call to men, “Follow Me,” lead 
either to rejection which culminated in the crucifixion, 
or to reception which culminated in. the adoring cry, 
“My Lord and my God” (20: 28). 

Wyc irre CoLLece, Toronto. 





Our Three Weeks in Paris 


And the story of three of the soldier 
ys we met there 


By Edith Fox Norton 





After the two notable weeks in Belgium’s war capital, which Mrs. Norton described 
in her last article, disappointed in their hope to go to the front trenches the two evan- 
gelists went on to France’s capital, and found again that the disappointments were 


His appointments. 


The climax to the wonderful two months of blessing in thé war 


zone came after the Paris visit, and Mrs. Norton will tell about it in her next article. 
Peter, the chief apostle of the trenches, will be in at the climax. 


E LEFT La Panne with great gratitude for 
the blessings that were ours during our stay 


there, yet with a sense of disappointment. 
For two things which we had desired had not been 
granted to us. We had not seen Peter, who for 
military reasons had not been permitted to visit 
La Panne (his group was one which was some dis- 
tance away, and which went to another section for 
their rest behind the lines). Another ungratified 
ambition of ours was together to visit th. actual 
trenches, and there to give away the Word of God 
to the soldiers. My husband was taken for a hurried 
visit one day to the sections near Nieuport, but they 
were obdurate as far as I was concerned. “Far too 
dangerous for a lady, and not to be considered,” was 
the response, and no arguments would move them. 
A letter written to the Queen, who had been so very 
kind to us from the start, moved her personally to 
telephone Headquarters for me, but the same response 
‘was returned to Her Majesty, so her major-in-wait- 
ing informed us when he came to our hotel to an- 
swer in person our letter. (A very gracious manner 
of answer, which was accorded us each time we com- 
municated with the Villa R yal.) 

However, one ray of hope was held out to us by 
Headquarters. If we would go to Le Havre, seat of 
the Belgian Government, and secure a personal letter 
from the Minister of War, the permission might be 
accorded me as a journalist, not otherwise. This 
coincided with our plans, as we had already decided 
to pay a visit to France before returning to London. 

On our way south from La Panne, we stopped 
again for a brief time in Calais, then proceeded to a 
little place called Eu, where were three workers for 
the Ligue. We were able to spend a Sunday at this 
place, and to have a most interesting conference with 
these workers. All three were infirmiers, or nurses, 
so had a wonderful opportunity for reaching their 
comrades for Christ. All three were thrown in our 
way, as the world would say, “by chance,” but they 
only confirmed to us what has been the’ outstanding 
factor in our work; we “being in the Way,” God led 
us to those whom he had made ready. 

From Eu we traveled to Le Havre, a comparatively 
short distance, but consuming a whole day, since the 
railroads of France have adopted “war schedules.” 
We came here not alone to see the Belgian Minister 
of War, but also to have a conference with Pastor 
Pierre Blommaert, the head Protestant chaplain of 
the Belgian forces. We had met him first at Calais, 


and were much impressed with the work he was 
doing for the soldiers under his charge. Enlisting 
at the beginning of the war as a Red Cross worker, 
finally he was permitted to exercise his functions as 
Protestant chaplain, and now has seven other Prot- 
estant chaplains associated with him. At Le Havre 
we learned more of his work, and he promised his 
co-operation with the work of the Ligue des Saintes 
Ecritures, distributing the Word of God among the 
soldiers. 

At Le Havre we saw M. Vandervelde, Belgian 
Minister of State, of whom I have spoken before. 
In his hands we left the matter of returning to 
La Panne for the purpose of visiting the trenches; 
and in a letter later to the Minister of War we sub- 
mitted the matter of our seeing Peter, by special 
permission, if we were allowed to return to La Panne. 

Another hospital visited ia France I must mention, 
for the Belgian soldier representing us there, an 
infirmier,—and one who has done excellent service, 
enlisting many members for the Ligue, and distrib- 
uting many Gospels,—deserves more than a passing 
comment. For he was the very first soldier wounded 
in all this dreadful war in which millions have 
already laid down their lives. He was at Vise, the 
first Belgian town to be attacked by the Germans, 
and he was the first to fall. For four hours he lay 
without his frightful wounds being dressed, and later 
was carried a prisoner to Germany, escaping from 
there some time after. 

To-day he is ministering to his stricken comrades 
in this military hospital, himself with one lung gone, 
two ribs missing, and his left leg almost wholly 
paralyzed. But he looked big, blond, cheerful, and 
seems to feel himself fairly fortunate. We hope soon 
to have him as our guest in London, when next he is 
accorded a congé. Our hearts were made sad by the 
inmates of this hospital, so many of them just “ner- 
vous cases,” men who could not seem to pull up 
from the horrors through which they had passed, 
whose nervous resistance was completely shattered. 
How thankful we were that in that place there was 
One who was hot only ministering to their bodily 
needs but stood ready to give them that which would 
mean a sure cure for their sick minds and souls. 

Paris was our next stop, and here we spent three 
weeks, meeting our boys; and doing some work with 
French soldiers as well as recruiting from the 
Belgian soldiers visiting Paris future workers for 
the distribution of Scripture. It was a not uncom- 
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mon occurrence for one or the other of us to en- 
counter a group of six or eight Belgian soldiers 
(once I think it was ten) in the Tuileries Gardens 
near-by, and lead them to our hotel, where over ~ cup 
of chocolate, they were told about the Ligue des 
Saintes Ecritures, and enlisted as members them- 
selves, and given a commission for their comrades 
in the trenches. 

Of three boys in particular whom we met in Paris 
and took to our hotel to spend their leave with us, I 
must tell you. The first one was Jules. " 

Jules was a comical little chap; he found the world 
very amusing, and found it hard ever to be very 
serious. But after a day or so he showed another 
side to his nature. He became greatly interested in 
the Testament we had given him, and one night after 
we had read together in it, I said to him, “Jules, 
would you not like to give your heart to Christ to- 


night?” As best I could I explained the way to 
him; there was no hesitation in his answer. “Yes, 
Little Mother, I am ready to do it to-night.” Then 


after a farther word as to what it means to receive 
Him, “And you have accepted Jesus, and you know 
now you belong to Him?” Confidently came the 
answer, “Yes, I am sure of it.” One night Jules 
passed with another friend in Paris. “But I didn’t 
forget my prayer before going to bed,” he assured 
us afterward. 

Jules had.a dear comrade, who had just arrived 
in Paris on his congé. So at our request, before he 
left us to return to the front, he wrote a note to 
Joseph asking him to come to stay with us. How 
we did enjoy Joseph! 

Every boy whom we meet has an interesting story. 
Joseph was no exception. He was a brancardier, a 
Red Cross man at the front.. He had been a prisoner 
of war in Belgium, but had escaped. Gentle, teach- 
able, anxious to know more about the Word of God, 
it was a joy to open up the Book of books to him. 
Each night when we opened the Bible to where we 
had left off reading the night before, he would say, 
“Oh, I went on reading after I left you last night, 
and I am to here,” many chapters ahead. We find 
the boys love best the Gospel of St. John, and the 
Book of Acts. The latter they find thrilling’ in its 
interest, and the former fairly melts them to tears. 
And most of them read it for the first time! 

Joseph told us that months before meeting us a 
minister from England had. sent him a little Gospel 
which he had read and re-read, and he dates this ac- 
ceptance of Christ from that time. 

Alexandre, Alex.. for short (he told us he: felt 
quite Scotch when we called him that), we met at 
the Paris house of Thomas Cook and Son, where we 
had gone to get our mail. He responded gratefully 
to our friendly greeting, and seemed so happy to find 
friends in the great lonely city. 

But he was a,boy who seemed strangely cold and 
aloof. We prayed earnestly for guidance and. wis- 
dom in dealing with him, not hurrying him, but seek- 
ing first to win him to ourselves. One afternoon, I 
had prayed, “Oh, give us a, token for good in this 
boy Alex,” and at lunch our conversation turned to 
things religious. He became interested, and we ad- 
journed to his room, still talking, and he greatly in- 
terested. For the entire afternoon we conversed 
about this great subject. (he understood English per- 
fectly, and was unusually intelligent). At last as the 
shadows were beginning to fall, my husband said to 
him, “Let us have just a word of prayer where we 
stand, before we separate.” As he prayed, the Spirit 
descended in a wonderful manner. Alex broke into 
sobs, under the blessed influence, and together we 
prayed and praised God, who was leading this child 
of His into the light. Alex began for the first time 
to read the Bible, and became fascinated. 

That night after yielding himself to God, he would 
not permit us to stop reading the Acts which we had 
chosen for our night’s lesson. Chapters one, two, 
three, four, we read, and then although he protested, 
we told him we would desist for the night.- I have 
no doubt that in his own room he finished the book. 

The last night of his stay was a memorable one. 
I was ill, but in Alex’s room he and his new 
“Father” read in the Gospel of St. John together. 
The wonderful tenth chapter Alex read by himself. 
When he came to the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth 
verses he stopped, then read them again. “Oh, but 
those are rich words,’ was his comment. Alex’s 
grief at leaving us was very keen, but he felt he had 
a mission to his comrades as he returned. 

The morning he started every pocket was filled 
with Gospels to give to his comrades, “Just like 
Father,” was his comment. 

In a letter written to us soon after returning to 
the front he told us that the morning of his de- 
parture at the station he met a company of Belgian 
soldiers, disconsolate because they had been dismissed 
from the hospital and must return to the front. 
“Here, boys, here’s something to comfort you,” he 
said, and gave each one a Gospel. His entire letter 
was beautiful; a little of it I must quote. 

“TI have still to thank you, dear Father and Mother, 
for your kindness you showed me in Paris, and as I 
told you, I am not able to find any word to address 
to you my feelings and expressions for my. tender 
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new family.” Here, after relating about giving away 
all his Gospels at the station at Paris to the scores 
of men who flocked around him to receive them, Alex 
suffered an interruption in his writing. As he ex- 
eressed it in his letter, “Just at this moment while I 
write you, there is a lot of infantry men coming in. 
One of those plays on a harm and they all sing 
together the famous song, ‘The Fight of Ramsca- 
pelle.” You have an idea how it is difficult to write 
you during that noise.” Later in his letter he says, 
‘The Flemish Testament you gave me«in Paris, I 
have already given to my friend, and“daily he reads 
it, and asks me information and explanations. | 
wish you could have a speech with him, as he finds it 
interesting.” Then he said a very significant thing. 
He doesn’t quite know how to express himself in 
English, but one understand his meaning. 

“If you read the Bible there are some other rich 
speeches of Jesus Christ, if you read like Jesus. 
‘I am the Good Shepherd and will lead the lamb in 
the right way,’ and other words.” Then he tells us 
of what has occurred in his absence from the front. 

“T have still to tell you that God saved my life, and 
still I believe on him that he is the real truth of 
life. Well, you know the farm that I have been 
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speaking about to you when I was in Paris, where 
I stay when out of the trenches. Well, there has 
been a heavy bombardment there, when I was in 
Paris. More than thirty bombs have hit the house; 
it is completely destroyed, all what you find are now 
stones. Be saved from that by sending me to 
you at Paris. Also one officer, a brigadier, and men 
of my group have been killed by German shells.” 

While we were at Paris, we were made happy 
also by a visit of five days from Maurice, com 
to us by special permission from the Minister o 
War, from his station at the Camp du Ruchard. 
Discha from the army, and yet staying on do- 
ing his “bit” at this convalescent camp, he was never- 
theless very happy for a little change. Strong and 
confident he told us he felt when the time came to 
return once more to his difficult field. We received 
a letter from him in which he tells us that on Easter 
Sunday their Protestant chaplain paid the camp a 
visit, and for the first time he had the privilege, with 
his handful of Protestant comrades, of partaking of 
the Lord’s Supper. “What a sweet alge od he 
wrote us. So, after a three weeks’ stay, at last we 
ourselves said good-bye to Paris. 

Lonpon, Enc. 





Russia’s Great Revolution 


The true story of the world’s most gigantic 
temperance experiment 


By Margaret Wintringer 





A great army drunk and a small army sober, and the dramatic defeat of that great army, 
was one of the big factors in Russia’s fight for temperance. America should study 
Russia’s experience because in the more than twenty years of that fight the great empire 
tried “‘ every restriction which the frantic friends of a doomed traffic are clamorously 
urging in our own country”’ before the great culmination in the Czar’s famous ukase, 


laboratory of Europe during the present war 
has excited such a world-wide interest as that 
which has wrought the regeneration of Russia. 

So marvelous and yet so simple, it made a strong 
psychological appeal to the strain of mysticism in- 
herent in the Russian peasant. It was like a fairy 
tale, in which the ukase of the Czar was the en- 
chanted wand which transformed by its magic power 
that ragged, sodden peasantry into an awakened 
princess robed in a noble ideal to become his consort 
in the preservation of Russia. The romance of it, 
the discovery of themselves, awakened in the Rus- 
sian people a great patriotism and a depth of re- 
ligious feeling never before manifested by any na- 
tion. 

The story is so athrill with romance, inspiration, 
and dramatic action, that it only awaits a master mind 
in Russia for interpretation into a great Homeric 
epic. 

But to us the story of the temperance movement 
in Russia is of significant interest, because it is the 
most gigantic experiment ever undertaken in tem- 
perance reform, affecting as it has nearly two hun- 
dred million people and extending over eight millton 
square miles of territory. 

The work began twenty years ago, and never be- 
fore was reform inaugurated under more propitious 
and satisfactory conditions. Removed from fanati- 
cism by its conservatism, assured against failure by 
autocratic power of enforcement, financed by an im- 
perial treasury, and clothed with respectability by the 
Church, Russia’s scheme for temperance reform be- 
gan most auspiciously. It was not even hampered by 
the necessity of returns on the inv.stment, for the 
government took over the vodka traffic without any 
form of compensation to the sellers. 

Never were such gala days as when Russia opened 
her State vodka shops in 1894.. Grand-duchegses par- 
ticipated in the inaugural’ ceremony, and bishops 
blessed the drink. Princes and princesses and other 
titled folk acted as bartenders in serving bottles of 
liquor that bore the seal of the state, and whose 
purity was attested by the government. 

In fact, every restriction which the frantic friends 
of a doomed traffic are clamorously urging in our 
own country was tried out in Russia during the 
nationalization of the traffic. The rules governing 
its management read like the recommendations of a 
Model License League. 

Vodka was sold for off-the-premise consumption 
only in cgrked and sealed bottles, and: not a cork- 
screw or drinking vessel was permitted in a vodka 
shop. Its sale was prohibited to children and drunken 
persons. Wage-earners were protected through the 
early closing on pay-day of all vodka shops near 
factories. They were closed also on certain religious 
holidays and all days when the village Council met: 
The traffic was made so respectable that school- 
teachers withdrew from the profession of learning 
to become managers of vodka shops. The govern- 
ment lent its prestige, and patrons were required to 
remove their caps on entering, as in other imperial 
offices. 


Ni: EXPERIMENT tried out in the temperance 


The government even provided counter. attractions 
to its own liquor business. There were restdurants 
where beer and light wines were served only with 
food orders, and tea parlors, concert halls and other 
places of resort where the people might meet for 
social intercourse apart from intoxicants. 

A portion of the profits from the sale of vodka 
was devoted to an educational temperance campaign ; 
and during the year that saw the opening of the state 
vodka shops, seventy thousand seven hundred tem- 
perance lectures were delivered under government 
auspices to audiences totaling seven and one-half 
million people. 

To safeguard the movement from fanaticism, the 
government prohibited the formation of societies ad- 
vocating prohibition and set aside further profits 
from the new venture to the support of a national 
temperance society which adhered strictly to moder- 
ation. Two uncles of.the Czar joined the movement 
and the moral uplift of the saloon began under ideal 
conditions. 

One may wash a black cat, but one cannot make it 
white. So the plunge into respectability failed to re- 
move a whit of the blackness of the liquor traffic. 
Within two years the would-be reformers learned 
that restriction is a foe to profit. The number of 
vodka shops was increased, the restrictions were 
withdrawn, and thereafter the business was run for 
revenue only. During nineteen years of nationaliza- 
tion the revenue from the sale of vodka doubled, but 
the consumption increased threefold. 

Restriction illogically forced vodka shops -upon 
villages that had heretofore been immune from its 
ravages; and the inculcation of moderation resulted 
in such inebriety among children as to demand in- 
vestigation by the Moscow City Council. In a word, 
Russia’s effort for the moral uplift of its people 
through the government control of drink brought 
about the degradation of the nation until its drunken- 
ness resulted in ignominious defeat by a people whom 
it outnumbered ten to one. 

From the mobilization of Russia’s troops to their 
defeat at Port Arthur, the contrast between a great 
army drunk and a small army sober was presented 
with such dramatic force that the Russo-Japanese 
war might have been enacted as a movie with a 
moral. 

The Czar visualized the lesson and added to the 
war films “the mournful pictures of popular de- 
bility, household distress, and neglected business, the 
inevitable consequences of an ‘intemperate life,” re- 
vealed in a journey through his Empire in 1913, dur- 
ing which convictions were formed which six months 
later resulted in the famous prohibition ukase. 

In a letter to his minister of finance, the Czar 
affirmed that the journey which will ever be memor- 
able in the annals of Russia was “accomplished with 
the help of God”—and who can doubt the affirma- 
tion: 

The beginning of the wer found Russia with a 
shortage of war material and without the industrial 
means to provide them. The evils of vodka had 
grown to such proportions that in one year infant 
mortality had mounted to four and a halé million; 
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the ranks of her workmen were depleted by one 
million deaths from alcoholism and the sequestra- 
tion of eight hundred thousand criminals in jails. 
The shortage of munitions and the lack of industrial 
material could not be remedied at once, but the drair 
on the nation’s manhood could be stopped by a word. 

The word came and it was heard throughout the 
world—ProuisirTion ! 

And yet but a day before you would have been 
told in Russia as we are now told in the United 
States, that prohibition was impracticable, and 
chiefly for the same reasons; the necessity of the 
revenue for the support of the government; the im- 
possibility of enforcement, and the inopportune time 
to burden the government with a drastic reform. 
But the impossible was the only possible remedy. 

Under instructions from the Czar, all wine shops, 
beer saloons, and vodka shops were closed during 
the mobilization of the army. Instead of going off 
drunk, as they did during the war with Japan, the 
soldiers were sober, and they were moved with a 
rapidity that thwarted the plans of the enemy. 

While beer held sway in Great Britain, retarding 
the progress of its treops and delaying the juncture 
with the French army, to the loss of Belgium and 
the peril of France, prohibition sent the Russian 
army to the front with such despatch that Germany 
was forced to divide her forces between the east 
and the west, to tlie salvation of Paris and, it may 
be, of London. 

Then followed the Czar’s ukase prohibiting the 
sale of vodka during the war. At almost the same 
time the Czar’s veto was given to local authorities 
to prohibit the sale of beer and wine. This is done 
by petition of the people in a prescribed form, and 
secures the prohibition of the sale of beer, wine, and 
any form of intoxicating liquor in the district in 
question, within a maximum period of three months. 
There is no question of compensation, only the re- 
fund of a proportionate amount of the license fee in 
cases where the order of prohibition takes effect be- 
fore the expiration of a retailer's license. 

With surpassing unanimity the country districts, 
and even the cities, have availed themselves of this 
form of local option. Petrograd and Moscow were 
among the first cities to take advantage of entire 
prohibition. Thousands of communes banished all 
forms of drink, and great stretches of the country 
became absolute prohibition territory. Prohibition 
in Russia is not an ‘autocratic decree, as some would 
have us believe, but a movement’ of the people as 
well. The appetite for drink gave place to a desire 
for sobriety; and, enacting the rdle of Oliver Twist, 
the Russian people petitioned their Czar for “more.” 
They wanted perpetual prohibition. The “Little 
Father” and his subjects were of the same mind, 
for he quickly responded with the famous telegram: 
“IT had already decided to prohibit forever in Rus- 
sia the government sale of vodka.” 

Benefits accrued from benefits; oae good result 
followed another, crowding upon the public mind 
so fast that what was at first an act of “heroic self- 
sacrifice” has become play, and the Little Father’s 
children again are coaxing him to “do it some 
more,” through petitions for perpetual prohibition 
of the sale of wine, beer, and all forms of intoxicat- 
ing drink. 

So much that is favorable and unfavorable has 
been written about prohibition in Russia, that I shall 
emphasize only those phases which might help in the 
solution of the problem in the United States as I 
learned them from unimpeachable authority and 
from those with a personal knowledge of conditions 
before and after the Czar’s ukase. 

One does not hear so much about its non-enforce- 
ment, evasion, and failure abroad as one does here 
in the United States, and the nearer I got to Rus- 
sia the more satisfactory were the reports concern- 
ing the new order. 

When I spoke to the Russian Consul General in 
London of the charges of non-enforcement and 
evasion published in a certain American magazine, 
he simply shrugged his shoulders and pointed to in- 
disputable ‘figures given by his government. 

A decree which diminished the sale of vodka from 
nine million kegs in September, 1913, to one hun- 
dred thousand kegs in the corresponding month of 
1914 was assuredly close to prohibition. Notwith- 
standing the fact that millions of workers from the 
agricultural districts have been sent to the front, 
prohibition has assured the sustenance of the army 
by increasing the amount of land under cultivation. 

The savings of the peasant during the first five 
months of prohibition would enable him to pay his 
taxes twice over. The loss of six hundred million 
dollars of revenue from vodka could be replaced by 
direct taxation, and the people would still be en- 
riched by three-fifths of the amount formerly 
wasted in drink. The vodka shops were being used 
for schools and savings banks. 

The deaths under prohibition, from drinking 
methylated spirits, were brushed aside by the Consul 
General with a stern: “It is better so. Of what use 
are they to wives or children? to Russia they are 
a burden. If a few old drunkards must die that 

( Continued on page 763) 
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Concluding the amazing st 


N RESPONSE to our letter telling the 

Governor-General that bullets and cannon 

balls were entering our premises and nine 
people had been wounded, we received a 
threat from the Governor-General to turn 
all his artillery on our American premises 
and utterly destroy them. As messengers 
were going out with news of the massacres, 
we sent with them the following dispatch 
typewritten on thin cambric: 


Van, Turkey, April 27, 1915. 
To Americans or any Foreign Consul: 
Internal troubles in Van. Government 
threatens to bombard American prem- 
ises. Inform American Government. 
American lives in danger. 
(Signed) t 
C. D. UssHer and E. A. Yarrow. 


Only two of the twelve messengers got 
through. One arrived in Persia May 8, and 
soon the Russian papers published the news 
of massacre and siege in Van, and the Ar- 


menian volunteers in the Russian army, fol- rifles, 
skil 


lowed by Russian soldiers, struggled through 


of the siege of Van and the Mission’s destruction 
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When Turks Riddled the American Flag 


By the Rev. Clarence D. Ussher, M.D. 











For twonty-cight days the Tuskish fuslllads eoatinned and the thirtecn hundbed 
Armenian armed defenders of Van, only three hundred of them with modern 
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their knees and literally prayed him back to 
life. As he came suddenly back to conscious- 
ness and the tide was turned, Mrs. Raynolds 
genes him with, “Oh, Mr. Yarrow, 

s given you back your life! You ought to 
be more than ever his.” 

At midnight, a few days after I recovered 
consciousness, the Russian General sent a 
Red Cross ambulance with orders to get out 
at once. My nurses would not risk taking 
me out in the chill night breeze, emaciated 
as I was, having fallen off from one hundred 
and eighty-six pounds to ninety-five. So they 
delayed the panicky Red Cross men till four 
o’clock. When we arrived in the city we 
found it deserted. The ambulance put us 
down and departed, leaving us stranded. The 
only two men of the station were helpless 


on the women. We had three horses, a two- 
wheeled cart, a small grocers’ delivery wagon, 
and four cows. 

It was decided to put Mrs. Raynolds, 
seventy-six years of age, and the three babies 
in the two-wheeled cart; Mr. Yarrow, myself, 
and our cook’s very sick wife in the delivery 


snows breast-high on mountain passes at Stars protection ild- wagon, and the necessary loads of bedding 
eight thousand feet altitude, and through ings that flew those flags—Dr. Ussher's house and a portion of his hospital. and food on the cows, which were deemed 
swollen streams in the valleys to succor the Tike man whem God to wiheetheady rescued from in is now in America, necessary, as three adults besides the babies 


beleagured remnant. Jevdet Bey now changed 
his tactics, and instead of killing all Chris- 
tians who fell into his hands, he drove them 
into the beleagured city to eat up the pro- 
visions and so starve it out the quicker. 
Provisions ran low, and an inventory showed that we 
had not more than enough for three weeks with care. 
Prospects grew darker. 

Toward the last, when the Turks did turn all their 
artillery on our premises and shot down the Red 
Cross flag, which was on the same staff with the 
American flag at the hospital, and riddled all six of 
our American flags on various buildings, the 
Armenian leaders who had been most blatant in their 
infidel propaganda were telling the people, “Pray! 
pray! If God does not help us, we are done for.” 


When the Mission was Bombarded 


Saturday morning, May 15, we had had seen forty 
ships on the lake, but did not know whether they were 
carrying fleeing Turks or going to bring more soldiers 
and munitions. That day seven shrapnel were fired 
into our American compound just before sunset. 
Sunday morning and afternoon about forty more 
came shrieking and crashing into our crowded houses 
and premises. But though the shots were accurately 
fired and timed and damaged our’ buildings, bursting 
even in a room with forty-five persons, for a long 
time, not a soul was injured. God had put up a 
protecting hand, and from all the forty-six or more 
shrapnel which entered our premises only one person 
was killed or injured. A shell bursting in Miss Mc- 
Laren’s room in Dr. Raynolds’ house killed a seven- 
year-old girl; and her mother fainted from the 
shock. Of one hundred people gathered in our house 
not one was injured. 

While the people, horror-stricken at the violation 
of our American flag, be wailed the fact that theic 
last human hope of safety was gone, for there would 
be no more safety under the Stars and Stripes, I 
felt impelled to encourage them with the assurance 
that the Turk was saying good-bye, and would not 
have dared fire on our flag unless he were about to 
run away. Shortly afterward I went to our attic, 
from which there was an unobstructed view into 
the Turkish barracks from which they were bom- 
barding us, and the Turks were actually preparing 
to leave. I sent the good news to the disheartened 
defenders. Soon the Armenians had captured the 
strongest barracks, in which but a dozen men had 
been left to keep up a sembiu.ice of occupation, and 
as the flames rose from it the panic of the Turks was 
complete, and they fled from a" their positions. Prac- 
tically the entire Turkish popu.ation of twenty thou- 
sand fled, and the Armenians plundered and burned 
the Turkish quarters. Two days later the Russians 
came in, and they and the Armenians brought with 
them to our premises a thousand Moslem refugees. 

Here we had an opportunity to see the difference 
between the fruits of Islam and Christianity. During 
the siege, when mutilated and starving Armenians 
had worked their way along the mountain ridges and 
crept into Van at night, the people in our premises 
subscribed $2,600 in about two hours, and men who 
had laid in their wheat for their families for the next 
year gave all but one month’s supply for the common 
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good. None who lost loved ones permitted himself 
to wail or put on mourning. Each one was consider- 
ate of and tried to cheer the other. They cared for 
the sick and reported them. They loaned their bed- 
ding for temporary and overflow hospitals, and gave 
their time and services willingly without remuner- 
ation for care of the premises or of the sick. The 
Moslems, on the contrary, having no hope for. the 
future life, gave up completely when the hope for 
this life was destroyed and made no effort to live. 
They were, with very few exceptions, filthy and sel- 
fish. Women would let children starve to death be- 
side them rather than take the trouble to break a 
loaf that was too hard for the little hands to break. 
They would even steal and hide away loaves for a 
possible future lack, while they let the children and 
the sick starve. Nothing but a club or a bayonet 
could persuade them to do a hand’s turn of 
work for the common good. In every desirable 
quality they were the opposite of their Armenian 
neighbors. Would that people who decry missions 
because “those people have their own religion, which 
is good enough for them,” could see the fruit of the 
religions in contrast. I am sure we should never hear 
that phrase again. 

From these Moslem refugees six American mis- 
sionaries and many Armenian helpers contracted 
typhus. Mrs. Ussher and I were taken sick the 
same day. And she passed away and, was buried 
while I was still unconscious. Miss Grace Knapp 
cared for three of us and our household with the aid 
of native nurses till Miss Bond was able to leave 
mee Yarrow and come to her assistance in the vil- 
age. 

Mr. and Mrs. Yarrow were sick at the same time 
and were tenderly cared for by our beloved German 
missionaries, while Miss Elizabeth Ussher cared for 
the children, and helped in the nursing. 


Disaster Follows the Rescue 


The Russian occupation lasted two months and 
then, when ruined houses were being rebuilt and 
business was reviving, suddenly came the order, 
“Retreat!” 

An overwhelming body of Turks was reported ap- 
proaching, and there were neither munitions nor sup- 
plies to stand a siege. 

Mrs. Ussher and I had been taken sick in the vil- 
lage nine miles from the city. Pneumonia followed 
typhus with me, and parotid abscess succeeded that. 
Mr. and Mrs. Yarrow had been taken sick about the 
same time in the city, and Mr. Yarrow reached the 
point where the Russian doctor, so kindly sent to us 
by the general, told the watching friends that it was 
but a matter of minutes, or at most two hours, till 
life would end. Then it was that Mrs. Raynolds and 
one of our sainted Swiss missionaries spent hours on 





1The inspiring story of Mrs. Ussher’s life, written by her 
father, John Otis Barrows, has just been published, and a 
review of the book will be found on page 772 of this issue. 
The biography is called “In the Land of Ararat.” 


with could take nothing but milk. They tied the 


loads on the cows, but the kine resented it, 
and putting heads down and tails and heels 
up, they made the premises unsafe till they 
had kicked off everything. In the process 
they dashed into the stable yard where my horse was 
just being harnessed to the two-wheeled.cart, and he 
ran away, breaking the shafts. With some difficulty 
the wheels of the broken cart were put on the disused 
body of another cart as a substitute. 

At this psychological moment two Russian Red 
Cross doctors, coming ahead of General Trockin’s 
army, which was retreating from Bitlis, rode into the 
premises, presumably on a foraging expedition. They 
rode out again without a word, but soon returned 
with the cheering words, “Don’t worry, we will see 
that you get to Igdir.” They brought us two rough 
two-wheeled springless carts with canopies and Red 
Cross signs and a horse litter. As the weakest, I 
was put on the horse litter, and the rest so far as 
they could crowded into the-carts, while the re- 
mainder of the twenty-five of our party of mission- 
aries and children and dependents walked. The team 
with the delivery wagon consisted of Miss McLaren’s 
and Mrs. Raynolds’ horses. Into it were put some 
bags of bedding and clothing, and our Armenian de- 
pendents. The cook had never driven a team, but 
there was no one else to do it. Unskilled manage- 
ment may have had much to do with the failure of 
the horses to get through. 


A Father Shoots His Children 


In a gorge, where we had to ford a river and. -tra- 
verse the side of the mountain with a precipice and 
river to the right, the Turks had cut the road, and 
the mountain was lined with Turks and Kurds, shoot- 
ing into the Red Cross caravan and the many thou- 
sands of refugees as fast as they could work their 
ten-shot magazine rifles. 

The panic was horrible. The Turks apparently 
held the road ahead of us. Whole families threw 
themselves over the precipice into the river. One 
man sat down with his family of six around him, 
and beginning with’ the youngest shot each one of his 
children and then his wife and himself. We were 
told afterward that the Cossacks were forbidden to 
return the fire, lest it draw more of an attack on the 
Red Cross part of the caravan, which seemed to be 
the especial point of attack. After we got out of 
the gorge we met a troop of Cossacks on their way 
to attack the Turks. I saw but five or six of the 
Kurds who were shooting at us, but was told there 
were fifteen thousand of them in the attack. 

During the attack and panic families became sep- 
arated and never found each other again. As my 
assistant druggist and his delicate wife were hurry- 
ing along, he carrying the baby, born in the hospital 
during the siege, the crush of the crowd separated 
him from his wife. He carried his starving, crying 
babe and searched for his wife for four days, when 
he was told by travelers that they had seen her lying 
by the road, without food or water, dying. 

In the excitement, just after we got out of the zone 
of fire, Mrs. Raynolds jumped. from the cart to ad- 
just the harness and broke her leg. The Russian Red 
Cross doctors, who were always very kind to us, 


skeletons, so all the responsibility devolved - 
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bound her leg and put her in one of our two-wheeled 
ambulances, and the next day they put it in a plaster 
cast, but the extreme jolting of the road displaced 
the bone and she suffered intensely. f 

All night long we were kept awake by people shout- 
ing the names of their lost ones, as they wande 
about through the crowd. In Tapariz mountain there 
was but aieh spring, a ney stood all —— 
and all night waiting for their turn to get a di 
of water. The water was poisoned with the becitlus 
of dysentery. Forty thousand people were said to 
have died of dysentery as a result. Mrs. Raynolds 
and I and our children were infected, and this had 
much to do with the death of dear Mrs. Raynolds 
two weeks later, just thirty-six hours before her hus- 
band, Dr. George C. Raynolds, could reach her from 
America. 

In the old Turkish custom house at the foot of 
Mt. Ararat we found a Red Cross hospital, and the 
student who was acting as surgeon operated on my 
parotid abscess as best he could, without anesthetic. 
At Igdir all the party, with the exception of myself, 
were set down in a field and left to shift for them- 
selves. I was taken to the officers’ hospital and 
treated with every courtesy, and I shall never cease 
to be grateful for the kindness of thé Russian doctor 
and his lovely wife, who spoke French and interpreted 
for me. After the agony I had suffered at the hands 
of the surgeon on Ararat his gentle touch and sym- 
pathy were greatly appreciated. I régret having lost 
their names. 

Only military telegrams could go through, so the 
doctor very kindly telegraphed the American Consul, 
Mr. F. Willoughby Smith, in Tiflis to secure me a bed 
and the best surgical attention in Tiflis. 

The rest of the party preceded me two days, and 


* poor Mrs. Raynolds had to lie for six hours on the 


floor of the railroad station in Tiflis before they 
could find the American Consul and make arrange- 
ments for hospital accommodations; then she was 
taken to the hospital where preparation had been 
made for me. When I arrived in the military ambu- 
lance train, I found an automobile awaiting me and 
was taken, at once to the hospital, where I had the 
best of care. In spite of the efforts of several phy- 
sicians, my fever and dysentery continued, and 
suffered agony twenty times a day. I was unable to 
take nourishment for four days and was a mere 
skéleton, spanning my biceps with my thumb and 
forefinger, and the calf of my leg with thumb and 
second finger, Cute 

The doctors became discouraged at the lack of re- 
sults from their remedies, and told the nurses they 
need. not insist on my taking them if. they distressed 
me, as I was too far gone to be helped. They. had 
told my sister that I might die any day and she 
would better be prepared. for it. 

My pocket Bible (American Revised Version) was 


_ one of the five things we had saved. At my request 


it was brought to me, and before opening it, I prayed 
that God would guide, me to the message he wished 
me to have. Almost too weak to lift the little book, 
I let it fall open on my chest, and putting my finger 
on it turned it up to.see the message. I found I had 
put my finger on the eighth yerse of the twenty- 
eighth chapter of Acts, and read: “And it was so, 
that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and 
dysentery: unto whom Paul entered in, and prayed, 
and laying his hands on him healed him.” 4 

I did not know that the word “dysentery” was in 
the English translation of the Scripture. I said to 
myself, “What does this mean? I asked God to 
guide. me to the message he wanted me to have and 
must believe that he had done so.” Did it mean that 
he wanted me to claim my healing from him? I re- 
plied, “Lord, I can’t; I am too weak; I haven’t faith 
to lay hold.” 

The answer came to me as clearly and distinctly 
as if some one spoke, “It is not your faith, but the 
faith of Jesus Christ that saves and heals.” Like a 
flash came the picture of the seminary room when I 
was studying Greek under Professor William Max 
Miller, and came upon that phrase, “The life which 
I now live I live by the faith of the Son of God” 
(Gak 2:20). I asked, “Could it not be translated 
‘faith in the Son of God’”? and he replied, “No not 
correctly, for it is possessive case and means Jesus 
Christ’s faith.” 

It was so clear to me that I replied, “Then, Lord 
Jesus, thou must do it all. The faith must be thine, 
and the works thine. I can do nothing. I leave it 
to thee.” 

A few minutes later a severe spasm of pain made 
me want to call the nurse; but I said to myself, 
“You said you would leave it to Jesus... Why don’t 
you?” I didn’t call the nurse. Nor did I need an- 
other dose of medicine. 

From that hour I was healed. Appetite returned, 
and I regained seventy-eight pounds. In a strange 
land among a people of strange tongue God knew all 
about an individual and spoke to him in the twen- 
tieth century. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and forever, wrought as he did on the shores 
of Galilee, and fulfilled his promise, “Lo, I am with 
you all the days, even unto the end of the age.” *~ ' 
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It has grown on me since what a depth of meaning 
there is in that sentence: “It is not your faith, but 
the faith of Jesus Christ.” Is not this the explana- 
tion of the “Faith as a grain of mustard 
seed”? All faith I need to claim anything that 
is within the will of God is the belief that Jesus 
Christ my Saviour and Lord has faith enough to 

im anything for me. ‘ 

I may question the power of my faith, but none can 

uestion the power of his faith. So I may turn all 

concerns me over to him, secure in the assur- 
ance that he knows all about me and is interested in 
it all. He has faith to ask, patience to wait, and fit- 
ness to receive. 
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Our journey home was through the Russian Empire 
from Tiflis to the Caspian Sea, around the Caucasus 
Mountains to the sea of Azov, thence north to Mos- 
cow and Petrograd, where the city was so crowded 
with Polish refugees that our party had to sleep 
on tables in the Y. M. C. A., where every one was 
exceedingly kind. Thence through Finland and Lap- 
land, Sweden and Norway, we gained the coast, and 
sailing from Christiania on the Helig Olav of the 
Scandinavian American Line, we passed eeoge the 
North Sea above the Shetland and Orkney Islands 
to avoid mines and submarines, arrived in New York 
and received a royal welcome October 5, 1915. 

Stonincton, Conn. 


Who Will Help the Hero of Van? 


God’s call to America-for Sinsinis an Turk 








cities of the United States, a young man toiled 

for a medical education. A casual observer 
would have marked him for success,—if the won- 
derful, strong hand with its long firm fingers had 
been noted, a surgeon might have been predicted,— 
but no casual observer would have gone so far as to 
predict where that sturdy frame and _ indefatigable 
passion for work, directed by a brilliant intellect, 
would find its outlet. What the glorious output of 
skilled effort animated by its love for humanity 


T eee years ago in one of the largest inland 


would total only He who gave the divine call could. 


sum up. 

Called of God! What hing wears such a coronal! 
Who would not feel himself possessed of a divine 
hopefulness, of a never-doubting faith in the ulti- 
mate success of his efforts, when buoyed up by such 
a certainty ! 

Van, that beautiful city of Asiatic Turkey, that 
city of gardens and vineyards, whose population of 
fifty thousand,—more than half of them Armenians 
who have profited by their proximity to Russia,— 
Van had a hospital and one surgeon-physician. For 
fifteen years alone he has ministered to a territory 
larger thari New England, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and New. Jersey combined. In a single year two 
thousand out-patients (some of' these visited many 
times) and ‘one thousand dispensary patients have 
been treated; two hundred and fifty operations have 
been ‘performed. Five hundred and seventeen out- 
patients were treated in the hospital more than five 
thousand times. A sample year this! Not a one- 
man job, but one man has by the grace of God accom- 
plished the’ Herculean task. Taxed far beyond the 
portion of daily strength allotted to mankind in gen- 
eral, he was once asked, “What could you do with 
such a tremendous task, with the unusual situations 
that must have confronted you; how could you 
meet them?” “I prayed for help, kept right on work- 
ing, and the help came,” was the answer, supple- 
mented by, “We learn to ask for what we want over 
in Turkey, and we get the answer we expect!” 

This hospital has been reared on a solid masonry 
of prayer; year by year through wonderful manage- 
ment its receipts have always just balanced expendi- 
tures, and the needy have been ministered to without 
thoney and without price when too poor to pay. Now 
War has swept-away this House of Mercy; its build- 
ing, the work and gifts of years, is gone. Library, 
medical instruments, all—have perished. Along with 
this ruin many hundreds of Armenians have miser- 
ably died. The remnant are without a shepherd. The 
beloved physician was driven from Van when still 
in the Valley of the Shadow with an all but mortal 
illness. Bereft, while himself sick with typhus, of a 
wife devotedly cherished, whose body rests among 
the people for whom she gave it, he and his four 
motherless children, the youngest a baby, made their 
perilous and weary journey back to the land of their 
kindred. Only His arm who is mighty to save pro- 
tected the man who had so completely responded to 
the divine call, with these fruitful years, and who 
hears that call now with yet greater urgency. 

Dr. Clarence D. Ussher must not go back alone! 
Rallying from his own desperate physical weakness, 
from his own personal grief, he has, since his arrival 
in the United States, in October of 1915, put forth 
unceasing effdrts to ameliorate the condition of those 
left behind—that© wonderful, hapless nation, our 
Armenian brothers. Dr. Ussher has also put forth 
unceasing effort to save a remnant of the people, at 
the same. time neglecting almost entirely the direct 
needs of his own work,—the re-establishing of his 
Hospital, Dispensary, and Nurses’ Home,—to say 
nothing of his own home, all burned and destroyed 
as a result of the war. 

He needs instruments, library, and hospital equip- 
ment,—a memorial to that one who’ lies in an un- 
marked grave among them. He needs as well a 
physician and nurses to be associated with him. 


By Mrs. Ralph H. Gaw 








Dr. Ussher says, “Van is likely to become the 
greatest of Armenian cities; he who first pre- 
empts the ground for higher educational and medical 
work will sway the moral power; the war has given 
an opening for missionary work among the Turks 
that never existed before.’ 

But he must not go back alone! nor empty- 
handed. There will be endless need of plastic surgery 
of bones, muscles and nerves to repair the mutila- 
tions of war and massacre; diseases of various 
kinds in sufficient numbers to enable the physician 
to compare his results quickly under the different 
lines of treatment recommended and perhaps make a 

reat contribution to the knowledge of his profession. 
t is no common opportunity which awaits the right 
man! 

Such a man must be full of courage caught-from the 
vision of the service possible; strong physically; full 
of endurance, of steady poise, permeated through 
and through with the love of humanity, a tireless 
worker, all these must he measure up to in addition 
to thorough medical training and the indispensable 
spiritual equipment. 

Such a man, under the companionship and guidance 
of Dr. Ussher would indeed have peace in his heart, 
and be able to say with Dr. Ussher, “Really, aside 
from separation from his children, a missionary en- 
dures no privations for which he has not glorious 
compensation.” 

America has 'the man.. What’s his address? 

Topeka, Kansas. 


a 


Russia’s Great Revolution 
(Continued from page 761) 


thousands of young men may be saved from fol- 
lowing in their footsteps, then let it be so. Russia 
looks to the future.” 

The harshness of this logic was tempered by the 
explanation of Professor J. Y. Simpson, whom I 
met in Edinburgh. Professor Simpson has been six 
times to Russia, and had just returned from an ex- 
tended visit there, a convert to prohibition through 
the evidences of prosperity and moral uplift which 
the Czar’s ukase has brought to Russia. 

The professor explained that the seeming dis- 
crepancy between the remarkable decrease in drunk- 
enness and an increased percentage of deaths from 
alcohol poisoning simply meant a higher death rate 
for a smaller number of drinkers. 

It was quite astonishing to learn from Professor 
Simpson that prohibition was so well enforced in 
Petrograd, at the time of his visit, that one would 
have been compelled to go to a village twenty-eight 
miles distant to get even a bottle of wine. A proof 
that prohibition does prohibit, even in a city of two 
million inhab:tants ! 

Professor Simpson upholds the statement of Mr. 
Steven Graham that nine hundred and ninety-nine 
out of every thousand Russians have not tasted 
= since the issuing of the famous ukase of the 

zar. ; 

One warm April ay’ in Paris I visited Madame 
Louise Kruppi, who had just returned from Rusgia. 
Even French enthus!/Sm was inadequate to desc 
the benefits that had“ccrued to Russia since prohibi- 
tion. The women were so much happier through the 
prohibition of vodka, she said, that they were now 
petitioning the government for the, prohibition of 
the sale of all intoxicating drinks for all time. Per- 
haps, Madame laughingly insinuated, because mar- 
riage was cheaper under prohibition, since the con- 
tracting parties were relieved from the expense of 
providing the enormous amount of vodka formerly 
consumed by the guests. 

Madame Kruppi, who is interested in the estab- 
lishing of free libraries in France, was impressed 
by the demand for literature which had taken the 


Sta 








764 


place of the desire for drink. It had shown her 
that men forget about drink when it is inaccessible. 
Though formerly indifferent to temperance, she had 
returned to France to work to secure the same bless- 
ing for her own country. 

Indeed, all who have visited Russia seem to have 
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caught the spirit of the Russian temperance workers, 
whose message Ernest Gordon gives: “We must 
appeal to temperance men in all lands to hurry, 
hurry! They do not know how good a thing Pro- 
hibition is!” 

CHICAGO. 








Bible,” the Gospel of John is characterized 

in a recently published volume on that won- 
derful Book, which is the subject of study in the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons for the first six months 
of 1917. Few will question this judgment. It is 
urged that most of the time of both teacher and 
pupil be put upon the direct study of the sublime 
masterpiece itself. Then the student can the more 
readily use and appreciate some of the many val- 
uable books that will help in understanding the 
Gospel. 


Bibles.—Apart from the many excellent reference 
Bibles in both old and new Versions the following 
editions may be specially noted: 

The Companion Bible, Part V, covers the Four 
Gospels, and contains eighty-six appendixes, many of 
which are on problems connected with John’s Gospel. 
This is a most remarkable volume and of great help 
in word study, in points of criticism, in analysis of 
the narrative, and in other ways, though the reader 
must be careful not to take for granted all of the 
individual conclusions set forth. (Oxford University 
Press, New York City, $1.65.) f 

The Scofield Reference Bible will be an invaluable 
aid for both the Gospel of John and the Old Testa- 
ment lessons in the second half of the year. (Oxford 
University Press, New York City, $1.50 up.) 

Nelson’s Teachers’. Testament is a compact little 
volume giving the New: Testament in the American 
Standard Revised Version in good-sized type, with 
notes and helps appearing on each page with the text. 

Many are helped by reading modertr versions of 
the Bible, and one of the best is Weymouth’s Modern 
Speech New Testament (Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1 
up). Another is The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment (Fleming H. Revell Company, Chicago and New 
York, $1 up), and John printed separately at 5 cents. 

Small copies of John’s Gospel alone and the four 
Gospels alone may be had in many styles in the Old 
Version. An edition of the Revised Version»is also 
published by Thomas Nelson and Sons, New York, 
at 5 cents each, and the Four Gospels bound together 
at 10 cents each. 

Last of all should be mentioned an exceedingly val- 
uable aid in any book study,—the Expanded Bible, an 
edition with each book printed separately on sheets 
with unusually wide margins for the purpose of mak- 
ing notes. There are four different styles, one 
arranged for loose-leaf binding, another in pamphlet 
form, others with blank pages provided. (Eugene 
Ayres, Buffalo, New York; John’s Gospel, 25 and 35 
cents.) 


General Helps.—Perhaps the best small general 
work on the whole Bible is the Christian Workers’ 
Commentary, by James M. Gray. This will be found 
very valuable for .its comments on John and the 
other Gospels, and also for the Old Testament books 
in the second half of the year. (To be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, at $2.) 

Most teachers will find a Harmony of the Gospels 
indispensable. There is the Outline Boetindh of the 
Gospels, by Professor Matthew B. Riddle (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 10 cents, within stiff 
covers 25 cents). For larger works both the follow- 
ing are admirable: A Harmony of the Gospels, by 
John A. Broadus (Doran, New York City, $1.25), 
and A Harmony of the Gospels for Historical Study, 
by Stevens and Burton (Scribner’s Sons, New York 
City, $1 net). 

A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, by C. E. Arnold, 
gives four outline maps, showing the various periods 
of Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the location 
of the Scripture passages in parallel columns (The 
Sunday School Times Company, 20 cents). 

The new Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, with 
the Teachers’ Supplement that accompanies each 
order (or is sent for a 2-cent stamp), is an invaluable 
aid to the teacher’s own work, as well as in securing 
home-study from the pupils. (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 10 cents each, 40 cents a year.) 

Two books on the Four Gospels of exceptional 
value, are Outline Studies of the Four Gospels, by 
Moorehead (Presbyterian Board, Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, $1), and Differences of the Four 
Gospels, by Andrew Jukes (Revell, 50 cents). 

A Concordance and a Bible Dictionary are two 
essentials for any thorough Bible study. Walker’s 
Comprehensive Concordance (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 


OT bi most familiar and best-loved book in the 


Books to Help in Your Study of John 


$1.50) is excellent, and one of the best single vol- 
ume Bible dictionaries is that of Davis (to be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, at $2.75). 
There should also be mentioned here the new Inter- 
national Standard Bible Dictionary, in five volumes, 
which is the standard large work from the conserva- 
tive standpoint, and contains exceedingly valuable 
articles relating to the study of John, many of them 
written in an inspiring way in addition to being 
scholarly. (Address the Tipuned-Bevesnuce Com- 
pany, Chicago, for prices and other details.) 


Commentaries and Expositions.—It is difficult to 
distinguish between the expository and devotional 
books on John, and the volumes listed under this 
head are rich in their devotional character, while the 
books under the heading to follow contain careful 
expositions : 

Commentary on St. John, by Frederic Godet, one 
of the very best commentaries on the fourth Gospel. 
(Funk and Wagnalis Company, 354 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City, $3.) 

Expository Thoughts on,the Gospels, by Bishop J. 
G. Ryle. There are three volumes on John in this 
series and they contain a continuous series of short 
expositions of exceptional homiletic and devotional 
value, to which is added full explanatory and rather 
critical notes on every verse requiring them. (Baker 
and Taylor Company, 33 East Seventeenth Street, 
New York City, $1.25 each.) 

Bible Class Expositions, by. Dr. Alexander Mac- 
Laren, consist of twenty-five illuminating articles writ- 
ten by Dr. MacLaren for The Sunday School Times 
on Sunday-school lessons in the book -of-: John. 

Notes of Readings in. the Gospel. of John, by 
Malachi Taylor, is a most helpful and suggestive book 
on the spiritual teaching of -John’s Gospel, prob- 
ably rather deep for beginners, but of great help 
to more advanced students of the Word. (Frances 
E. Fitch, 47 Broad Street, New York City, 50 cents.) 

The Gospel of John, by Charles R. Erdman, is a 
little volume just off the press containing in compact 
form expositions that go to the heart of the message 
of the Gospel and bring out the definite purpose of 
its inspired author. (The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, 60 cents net.) 

The Gospel According to John, by G. Campbell 
Morgan, one of the author’s characteristics, virile 
volumes in his series on the analyzed Bible. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York City, $1 net.) 

The Annotated Bible, Vol. 3, by A, C. Gaebelein, 
covers the Gospels to the Acts (Publication Office 
Our Hope, New York City, $1.50). The notes on the 
Gospel of John are also published separately in paper 
at 20 cents. 

The Divinity of Christ in the Gospel of John, by 
Dr. A. T. Robertson, one of America’s greatest living 
New Testament expositors, is a little book specially 
designed for Sunday-school teachers. ° 

The Deity of Jesus Christ According to the Gospel 
of John, by S. W. Pratt, gives an admirable analysis 
of the Gospel based on the key of the Godhood of 
Jesus. (The Sunday School Times Comp.ny, 50 
cents.) 

On the general question of Christ’s deity may be 
mentioned Speer’s “The Deity of Christ” (Revell, 25 
cents), and Bushnell’s “Character .of Jesus” (Scrib- 
ners, New York City, 60 cents). 


Devotional Studies.—These books will need no fur- 
ther comment than to give the name of the author, 
and those who are familiar with their other writings 
on the Word will want to see these illuminating 
treatments of John’s Gospel. The books by Mr. 
Gordon and Mr. Speer are of recent publication. 

Quiet Talks on John’s Gospel, by S. D. Gordon. 
(Revell, 75 cents net.) 

John’s Gospel. The Greatest Book in the World, 
by Robert E. Speer. (Revell, 50 cents net.) 

The Life and Light of Men. Expositions of John 
1 tc 12, by F. B. Meyer. (Revell, 50 cents.) 

Love to the Uttermost. Expositions on John 13 
to 21, by F. B. Meyer. (Revell, 50 cents net.) 

The True Vine. Meditations for a Month on John 
15: 1-16, by Andrew Murray. (Revell, 50 cents.) 


This: article on books for the new year’s lessons, to- 

gzther with Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article on “How to 

Study the Gospel of John,” on page 759, is being pub- 

lished in convenient pamphlet form and may be had 

from The Sunday School Times Company at 3 cents each, 
or two for 5 cents. 


DECEMBER 16, 1o1€ 


The Lessons for the 


First Half of the New Year 





anua i 
1. Jesus the Life and Dacha Sd fice. John 1: 1-18 Print 
1 it Commit verses 11, 12. ’ 
mn Text: In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men.—John 1 : 4. 


jonuery 1 
2. John the Baptist Joomh. Folia i 3 tebe: Print 1 : 19, 
23- Commit verses Be 

Goiden Text: Behold, t Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world!—John 1 : a. . 


anuary 21. 
3. First winehaiee of a) Lewd Sous. John 1 : 35-51. Print 
m. 


verses 35- mit verses 35-37. 
Golden Text: Jesus saith wae him, Follow me.—John 
I : 43. 


January 28. 
4. Reverence of Jesus for Father’s House. John 2: 
13-22. Commit verses 15, 16. 
Golden Text: My house shall be called a house of prayer. 
—Matt. 21 : 13. 
February 4. 4 
5. Jesus the Saviour of the World. John 3:1-21. Print 
3 Sit, Commit verses 5, 6. : 
en Text: God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life—John 3 : 16. 
February 11. 
6. Jesus and the Woman of Samaria. John 4: 1-29. Print 
435-14, 24-26. Commit verses 13, 14. 
‘Golden ext: CRrist Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.—1 Tim. 1 : 15. , 
February 18. 
7. Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son. John 4 : 43-54. Com- 
mit verses 49-51. ‘ 
den Text: As thou hast believed, so be it done unto 
thee.—Matt. 8 : 13. 
February 2s. 
8 Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda. John 5: 1-15. Commit 
verses 8, 


Golden’ Pext: It was Jesus who had made him whole.— ° 


John 5 : 15. 


March 4. 
9. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand. John 6:1-21. Print 
verses 1-14. Commit verses 10, 11. 
Golden Text: Give us this day our daily bread.—Matt. 


2 33. 
March 
10. Jesus the Bread of Life. 
24-37. Commit verses 32, 33. : a 
*aoiden Text: Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of 
life.—John 6 : 35. 


11. 
John 6: 22-40. Print verses 


March 18. 
11. Jesus Saves from Sin (Temperance Lesson). John 8: 
12, 28-37, 56-59. Print 8:12, 31-37, 56-58. Commit verses 


31, 32. 

Golden Text: If therefore the Son shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.—John 8 : 36. 

March 32s. 

12. Review. Jesus the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Read John. 14 : 1-14. : , 

Golden Text: Jesus saith unto him, I am the way and 
the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father 
but by me.—John 14: 6. 


April .1. 

1. Jesus Gives Sight to the Blind. John 9:1-38. Print 
9 21-11, 35,38. Commit verses 3-5. 

Golden Text: I am the light of the world.—John 9: 5. 

April. 8. 

2. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead (Easter Lesson). 
John 11: 17-44. Print verses 17-27, 43, 44. Commit verses 
25, 

Golden Text: Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, 
and the life.--John 11 : 25. r 


April 15. 
3. Jesus the Gocd Shepherd. john 10: 1-18. Print verses 
7-18. Commit verses 11, 12. 
Golden Text: I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
layeth down his life for the sheep.—John 10 : 11. 


April 22. 
4. Jesus Anointed at Bethany. John 12:1-11. Commit 
verses 2 53- 
Golden Text: She hath done what she could.—Mark 14: 8, 
April 29. 


5. Jesus Welcomed as King. John 12: 12-26. Print 
verses 12-19. Commit verses 12, i3. 

Golden Text: Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord, even the King of Israel.—John 12 : 13. 


May 6. 
6. Jesus the Servant of All. John 13:1-17. Print verses 
3"15- Commit verses 14, 15. 
olden Text: Whosoever would be first among you, 
shall be servant of all.—Mark 10: 44. 


Mer 13. 
7. Jesus the True Vine. John 15 :1-16, Print verses 1-13. 
Commit verses f 8. 

Golden Text: I am the vine, ye are the branches.—John 
15:5. 


May 20. 
8 The Importance of Self-Control (Temperance Lesson), 
Isaiah 28: 1-13. Commit verse 7. | F 
n Text: Every man that striveth in the games ex- 
erciseth self-control in all things:—1 Cor 9: 2s. 
ML 
9. The Holy Spirit and h ork (Pentecost Lesson). 
John 15:26 to 16:14. Print 15 : 26, 27; 16:7-14. Commit 
verses 12, 13. 
Golden Text: He shall teach you all things—John 14 : 26. 


June ha. 
10. Jesus Betrayed and Den John 18:1-18 Print 
vetses 1-11, 15-17, Commit verses 10, 11. 
Golden Text: He was despised, and rejected of men.— 
Isaiah 53 : 3. 


gune 10. 
11. Jesus Crucified. John 19: 16-30. Print verses . 16-22, 
25°30; Commit verses 26, . 

olden Text: Christ died for our sins.—z Cor. 15 : 3. 

June 17. 

12. The Risen Lord. John 20:1-18. Print verses 2-16, 
Commit verses 1 16. 

Golden Text: Now hath Christ been raised from the 
dead, the first-fruits of them that are asleep.—1: Cor. 
15 : 20. 


June 24. 
13. Review. The Purpose of John’s Gospel. Read John 21: 
15-25. 
Golden Text: These are written, that ye may believe 


that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye may have life ‘in his name.—John 20 : 31. 


LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


765 





REVIEW. DECEMBER 31. CHRIST’S COMING AND COMING TO CHRIST 
Read Revelation 22 : 6-14, 16-21. Commit verses 12-14 


Golden Text: The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is athirst, let 
him come: he that will, let him take the water of life freely.—Revelation 22 : 17 





The Review Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull “ 


Getting Started in Class 
DISPATCH from San Francisco, last October, 
Ae the Evening Ledger of Philadelphia, said 
that a wanderer who had been serving as a 
night bus boy in a cafeteria there for the last six 
’ months had now resumed his rightful station in life 
as Sir Charles S——, British baronet, owner of an 
estate in England, a villa near Naples, and a fortune 
of three million dollars. “Sir Charles,” the dispatch 
read, “last night broke to his employer the news that 
one job as a bus boy was vacant. Burke’s peerage 
tells all about him, but it does not tell how several 
years ago he lost his father, mother, wife, and child 
in a motor accident in Italy and became a wanderer, 
nor how he decided to seek forgetfulness. . . . The 
call of England has proved strong, however, and he 

is returning home soon.” 


That wanderer is claiming his inheritance. For the 


past year we have been studying the inspired record 
of how, after Christ had finished the work of making 
all men—who will—heirs with himself of the riches 
belonging to the family of God, the Good News as to 
this freely offered inheritance was carried abroad 
among men, and many wanderers “came home.” 
Christ’s evangelists are still on earth spreading the 
Good News, urging wanderers to return and claim 
their inheritance. Have you done this for yourself ? 
Are you urging others to do so? 


Reviewing Acts as a Whole 

Be sure to give the class a clear view of the book 
of Acts as a whole. A simple, easily used outline of 
the entire book is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas, under 
his Section I. 

An easily followed statement of the narrative or 
facts of the book of Acts is given by Mrs. Baldwin 
(1-2); let the teacher-master it, and see how much 
of it can be drawn out from members of the class by 
questioning. 

Have read aloud in class the seven notable “Sum- 
maries” that occur throughout Acts, as brought out 
in the Rev. S. Townsend Weaver’s article on “The 
Inspired Literary Form of Acts” that was published 
in The Sunday School Times of February 12, 1916; 
his seven divisions of the book, with the text of the 
summaries themselves, are as follows: 

I. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (1 : 1 to 2: 47). 

First Summary: “And the Lord added to them day 
by day those that were saved.” 

Il. The Church in Jerusalem (3: 1 to 6: 7). 

Second Summary: “And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jeru- 
salem exceedingly; and a great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith.” 

III, The Church in Palestine (6 : 8 to : 31). 

Third Summary: “So. the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edi 
fied: and, walking in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, was multiplied.” 

IV. The Gospel for the Gentiles (9 : 32 to 12: 24). 

Fourth Summary: “But the word of God grew and 
multiplied.” 

V. The First Gentile Churches (12: 25 to 16: 5). 

Fifth Summary: “So the churches were strengthened 
in the faith, and increased in number daily.” 

VI. The Churches in Macedonia, Greece, and Asia (16: 6 

to 19: 20). 
Sixth aS “So mightily grew the word of the 
Lord and prevailed.” 

VII. The Ministry of Paul in Rome (19: 21 to 28 : 31). 
Closing Summary: “And he abode two whole years 
in his own hired dwelling, and received all that went 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ing the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all boldness, none forbidding him.” 


The Revelation Review 


Use the rich passage in Revelation that is given as 
the review Scripture. The review theme, “Christ’s 
Coming and Coming of Christ” is the theme of the 
entire book of Acts as of the entire New Testament. 
Are you luminously clear on just what it means? To 
be so, and to see that your class is cléar, is the most 
vital thing you can do at this review season. -A sig- 
nificant suggestion of something of the contrast be- 
tween our coming to Christ and his coming to us is 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3) in his sentence, 
“In Isaiah we see Christ in the grace of his first 
coming and in the glory of his second coming.” 

A clear, simple outline of the wonderful book of 
Revelation in three divisions only, in a way that we 
can easily remember, is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2). The review Golden Text is discussed by the 
same writer (IV, 4); with an illuminating acrostic 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for ntin i the lesson helps is 
eV. 22: 6-1 


6 And he said unto me, These words are faithful and true: 


-and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent 


his angel to show unto his servants the things which 
must shortly come to pass. 7 And behold, I come quickly. 
Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of 
this book. 

8 And I John am he that heard and saw these things. And 
when I heard and saw, I fell down to 2 worship before the 
feet of the angel that showed me these things. 9 And he 
saith unto me, See thou do it not: I am a fellow-servant 
with thee and with thy brethren the prophets, and with 
them that keep the words of this book: * worship God. 

10 And he saith unto me, Seal not up the words of the 
prophecy of this book; for the time is at hand. 11 He that 
is unrighteous, let him do unrighteousness ° still: and he 
that is filthy, let him be made filthy * still: and he that is 
righteous, let him do righteousness ®* still: and he that is 
holy, let him be made holy *still. 12 Behold, I come 
quickly; and my ‘reward is with me, to render to each 
man according as his work is. 13 I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 
14 Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may 
have °the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter 
in by the ® gates into the city. 


1Gr. bondservants. *The Greek word denotes an act 
of reverence, whether paid to a creature, or to the 
Creator. *Or, yet more *Or, wages *°Or, the authority 
over Comp. ch. 6.8. ®Gr. portals. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by: Thomas Nelson and Sons. 








in the last paragraph of his article; while three “com- 
ings” in connection with Christ are suggested by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (IV, 8). 

Effective anecdotal illustrations of the blessed truth 
“Come!” are given in the Illustration Round Table 
(1, 2, 3, 4). ? 

There may be some surprises for you and your 
class in the facts brought out in the leading editorial, 
on the first two pages of ‘this issue, as to Christ’s 
coming,—be sure not to miss that. 

And have you realized that the truth of our Lord’s 
Return is “The Key That Unlocks the Book,” as the 
Lesson Cartoon this week, on page 768, makes 
graphically plain ?1 


Other Review Plans 


There are so many other admirable and thoroughly 
practical plans for conducting this review in class, 
given by the lesson writers in the following pages, 
and by readers of The Sunday School Times on 
page 771, that the teacher should look through them 
all and select just those ideas that promise to work 
best in his or her own class. . 

Admirable topics for two-minute essays by mem- 
bers of the class, to be assigned before Sunday, are 
suggested by Mrs, Baldwin (3-4). 

Good test: questions, searching but not too difficult, 
for use in almost any class, are given by Mrs. Bald- 





1A leaflet “Is the Truth of the Lord’s Return a Practical 
Matter for To-day?” may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company at 4 cents each, or 40 cents a dozen, 





Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 1.—A Plot that Failed..........csscessceess Acts 23 
Iden Text: Jer. 1: 19. 

2. October 8.—Paul Before Felix...........cecseseeeees Acts 24 
Golden Text: Acts 24: 16. 

3. October 15.—The Appeal to Czsar.........ssseseees Acts 25 
Golden Text: Matt. 10: 25. 

4. October 22.—Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa....... Acts 26 
Golden Text: Acts 26: 109. 

gs. October 29.—The Voyage .......ccscccsscesees Acts 27 : 1-38 


Golden Text: Psa. 37: 5. 
November 5.—Shipwrecked on Melita 
CHERNORD: | cudasusbte boseusidebdscetcccce Acts 27 : 38 to 28 : 10 
Golden Text: Psa. 34 : 22. 


bg 


7. November 12.—World’s Temperance 


ALE ee eee Rom. 14 : 13 to 15 :3 
Golden Text: Rom. 14: 21. 

8. November 19.—From Melita to Rome....... Acts 28 : 11-31 
Golden Text: Rom. 1: 16. 

9. November 26.—A Living Sacrifice...............++: Rom. 12 
Golden Text: Rom. 12: 1. 


. December 3.—Jesus Christ the First and the Last.Rev.1 
olden Text: Rev. 1: 17, 18. 
11. December 10.—Faithful unto Death........... Rev. 2: 1- 
Golden Text: Rev. 2: 
December 17.—The Holy 
CRP «vin cdivo deavntuvbineses Rev. 21 : 1-4, 9-14, 22-273 22: 1-5 
Golden Text: Rev. 21 : 3 


13. December 24.—Christmas Lesson: 
Fg 2 Oe eprare Isa. 9 : 2-7 
Golden Text: Isa. 9: 6. 
Or, For and. Agaitist ‘Timi. .......ccccsccccees Luke 9 : 49-62 
Golden Text: Luke 9: 50. 
14. December 31.—Review: Christ’s Coming 
and Coming On. Sista orusrerrus Read Rev. 22 : 6-14, 16-21 


Golden Text: Rev. 22: 17. 







win (5-6), and by Mr. Howard in “From the Plat- 
form.” Other ways of using questions are given 
among the Review methods on page 771, under 
“Playing Teacher,” “A Challenge Review,” and “Ques- 
tion Tests.” 

A review by biographies is always interesting. One 
can be centered in Peter and Paul, and can include 
also other characters of the year’s lessons, as sug- 
gested by Dr. Griffith Thomas in his Section III. See 
what the class can say from memory. as to Paul’s 
conversion, confession, commission, consecration, 
courage, carefulness, cheerfulness, and conduct. A 
“Progressive Biography” of Paul may be made up in 
class, using the written material given on page 771. 

A typical and wonderfully rich epistle of Paul’s, 
that to the Romans, which we have studied this year, 
is analyzed in a way easy to remember by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (I, 1). 

What stands out most clearly in Paul, in the year’s 
lesson? Draw out several anSwers from your class, 
then give them the best answer, if no one else has 
seen it, as was done in Pucket’s class (Rogers, 1-2). 

Ask the class by whom and upon what occasions 
certain words were spoken, giving passages (from 
the year’s less(ms) that have conspicuous significance, 
or that are fairly likely to be recognized, such as 
those suggested by Mrs. Baldwin (7). 

A debate in class, as suggested by Mrs. Baldwin 
(8-9), on such a topic as “Resolved, that Paul’s Life 
Was Not a Failure” is likely to be worth while. 

Carrying on the plan suggested by a reader of the 
Times and mentioned in earlier Review Pilots this 
rere, for bringing out “Lights and Shadows in the 

ook.of Acts” and showing how God and Satan were 
over against each other in those events as they: are 
in the events of to-day, the following brings the con- 
test vividly before the class, by the contrast between 
the white and the black rings: 


Paul speaks to the Council. 
Panl has an encouraging vision. 
The assassins plot against him. 
Paul is sent to Ceesarea. 
Tertullus accuses Paul. 

Paul replies. 

Felix procrastinates. 

Festus proposes going back to Jerusalem, 
Paul appeals to Cesar. 

Paul addresses King Agrippa. 
Paul is sbipwesched. 

Paul works miracles at Malta, 
Paul reaches Rome. 
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A revealing review can be had, in a thoughtful 
class, by discussion and investigation of the question, 
What were the program and purpose of the early 
church according to the book of Acts? Take in this 
connection the question, What was Christ’s program 
for the church? (Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8). Con- 
trast the purpose and program of the early church 
with the purpose and program of the church of 
Christ to-day in our land. Are they the same? Has 
the church of to-day gotten off into by-paths, under- 
taking things that Christ never laid upon it, mistak- 
enly expecting to reform and even convert and Chris- 
tianize the world, as over against the simple evangel- 
izing of the world? What is the loss in this mistaken 
cHange of program? Take your own local church: 
in what ways is it absolutely at one with the early 
church in the purpose and program Christ laid upon 
the church? In what ways would it have to change 
radically and fundamentally to conform wholly to 
Christ’s purpose and program? 

In this connection one of the readers of the Times, 
a New York business man, Mr. Joseph A. Richards, 
has sent an illuminating suggestion as to the sig- 
nificance of the last two chapters of Acts as bearing 
upon the entire Gospel Age in which we live. He 
writes : 


I was led to take the twenty-seventh and twenty- 
eighth chapters of Acts as a wongerful canvas on 
which is pictured the Gospel Age,—the voyage be- 
ing the Gospel Age; the ship, perhaps, the so- 
called Christian civilization; Paul, Luke, and Aris- 
tarchus the true church; Julius, the captain, and the 
sailors perhaps the professing church; the world 
power the soldiers and their prisoners; back in the 
storm Satan as the god of this world; and back 
and above all, God preserving his own. The pic- 
ture runs through from one stage of the church’s 
history to another, even to the landing on Melita, 
and the endeavor to warm one’s self at the world’s 
fire and all that; and finally, the close of the record 
of the history of the church in the statement that 
some believed and some did not believe, which fact 
is typical of the entire age, of course. 
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Now, this was all preliminary to the outline be- 
low. The outline seems to me to suggest the de- 
vinely inspired picture of the believer in chains in 
Rome,—typical of the world’s power, pleasure, 
prodigality and vice,—witnessing for Jesus Christ 
asa aan A humble individual. And this outline is 
typical of the opportunity of very, very many Chris- 
tians, if they would see it: Christians who cannot 
do as Paul had previously done, traveled almost the 

_ world over on missionary journeys, but who for 
one reason or another are confined. Indeed, these 
last two verses in the book of Acts have become to 
me two of the most significant verses in it all, a 
fitting close to the Book of the Acts of Jesus Christ 
through the Holy Spirit in the disciples. 


The Witness of Paul in Rome (Acts 28 : 30, 31) 


A Typical Witness for Individual Christians During this 
Gospel Age in the World, of Which Rome is a Type. 
Two Whole Years.—Whole years can only be enjoyed if 
there is a whole heart. 
Paying Rent.—Living in expectation of the Lord’s return, 
he was content to rent (1 Cor. 7 : 29, 30). 
All.—Hearty Christian hospitality used for the 
spreading of the Gospel. 
reached the Kingdom of God.—A proclamation of the immi- 
nent personal coming of th: King in order to startle 
_ conscience and compel interest in the next fact. 
Taught those Things Which Concern the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—As a Saviour from sin by the shed blood of the Lamb 
of God—the resurrection and ascension, high priesthood, 
advocacy, and coming of Him whom he served. 
Wrote Letters.—This we know from the Epistles them- 
selves. 
Prayed.—This we know from the Epistles also. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus the Life and Light of Men (John 1: 1-18). 


The Bible is an extreme book. It goes so far that 
some men say it can’t be true! The Fourth Gospel 
makes such extreme statements about Jesus Christ, 
both as to who he is and as to men’s need of him, 
that modern critics of the Bible have said that this 
Gospel could not be true, and was not written by the 
apostle John. Now for six months we are to have 
an opportunity to study this blessedly daring, extreme 
Gospel for ourselves, to see what we think of it and 
of the Christ whom it describes.. The very first verse 


says about Christ what only God would dare to say. 


But if He says it, we may well do so. 

How do we know that “the Word” means Jesus 
Christ? é 

Why is Christ called “the Word”? 


Where else in the Bible is it said that Christ had 
anything to do with creation? 


What verse in this lesson shows that God’s offer of 
salvation is open to every one? 


Who were “his own”? 
Are all men children of God? 
PHILADELPHIA. 





Mastering the Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





cause it implies a test, showing whether the 

men have fulfilled their tasks, exercised dis- 
cipline and are really capable of military duty. Re- 
views of Bible lessons are equally useful as tests *or 
proofs of knowledge, and at the end of the year they 
ought to be of special value. We must try to include 
something of the lessons for the whole year, as well 
as those of the last quarter. 


I. Review by Books. 


1. The Acts.—We have already had in a brief form 
‘an outline of the entire book (see Review Lesson for 
September 24), but it will be useful to look at it 
again by means of a longer analysis adapted from 
one provided by a thoughtful student. It would not 
be difficult to master this and thereby obtain a clear 
knowledge of the general contents of the book. 

1. Prerace (1: f-11). 
1. To whom written, and why (v. 1). 
2. The Risen Lord (v. 3). ' 
3. The Ascending Lord (v. 10). 
4. The Blessed Hope (v. 11). 
2. THe Cuurch Empowerep (1: 12 to 2: 47). 
1. Waiting (1: 12-26). 
2. Receiving (2: 1-13). 
3. Witnessing (2: 14-47). 


Ac, of soldiers is always important, be- 


3. THe Cuurcu EstastisHep IN JERUSALEM (3 to 7). 
1. Peter, Power, Prison (3 to 5: 42). 
2. Organization (6: 1-7). 
3. Stephen, Spirit, Stones (6:8 to 7: 60). 
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4. THe Cuurcn Extenpep to Samaria (8 to 9: 43). 

1. New Field—Lydda, Joppa, Cesarea, Judza, 
Samaria (8: 1-4). F 

2. New Foes—Saul, Simon (8:1); Disease, 


Death (9: 43). ; 
' 3. New Forces— Philip (8:5); Etnuch (8: 39); 
Paul (9: 1-31). 
5. Tue Cuurcn En.ticHtenep Concerninc GENTILES 
(10 to 12: 25). 
1. Peter and the Vision (10). 
2.. Peter and the Council (11). 
3. Peter and Herod (12). 


6. THe Cuurcn EN Larcep to THE Uttermost Parts 
OF THE EartH (13-28). 
1. The New Center: Antioch (13:1). 
2. The New Leader: Paul (13: 2). 
3. The New Method: Foreign Missions (13:4 
to 21: 20). 
N: B.—The ‘First Missionary Journey (13:4 to 


14: 28). 
The Second: Missionary Journey (15: 35 
to 18: 22). 
The Third Missionary Journey (18:23 
to 21:20). 
4. The New Difficulties (21: 20 to 26: 32). 
Ceremonial (21: 20 to 22: 29). 
Council (22: 30 to 23: 11). 
Civil Rulers (23: 12 to 26: 32). 
5. The New Objective: Rome (23:11; 21:20 
to 28: 31). 

2. Romans.—With three lessons from this impor- 
tant Epistle during the year we ought to have a 
fairly clear idea of its general contents: (1) What 
is its theme? Righteousness (1:16, 17). (2) What 
are its main divisions? 5:1, Justification; 8:1, 
Sanctification ; 12: 1, Consecration. (3). What is the 
special topic of the section in which the two lessons 
of this quarter are found? Chapters 12 to 16 are 
concerned with Righteousness manifested in Conse- 
cration ; in personal, church, national, and special cir- 
cumstances. (1) 


3. Revelation.—As there have been three lessons 
and two review passages from this book, it is im- 
portant to keep in mind its great divisions, as sug- 
gested in 1:19: (1) The Living Christ (ch. 1); 
(2) The Tested Church (chs. 2, 3); (3) The Won- 
derful Future (ch. 4 to end). (2) 

4. Other books from which. lessons have. been 
taken during’ the year are also important, if oppor- 
tunity occurs to get again a clear’ idea‘of their sub- 
stance: 1 Corinthians, ‘2° Corinthians, Galatians, 
Philippians, 1: Thessalonians, and: Hebrews. The les- 
sons for the particular dates and Dr. Gray’s articles, 
published during the year, will help in this connec- 
tion. 


Il. -Review by Lessons 


Those who wish to limit attention to the last 
quarter may summarize and unify the various les- 
sons along the following three general lines: 

1. Incidents. Six chapters of Acts (23 to 28), Les- 
sons 1 to 6 and 8. Each of these gives some aspect 
of the life and work of the Apostle Paul during the 
time of his imprisonment. Lesson 1, Cautiousness; 
Lesson 2, Courage; Lesson 3, Conviction; Lesson 4, 
Confession; Lesson 5, Confidence; Lesson 6, Consid- 
erateness; Lesson 8, Consecration. 

2. Instruction. Two lessons from Romans (7 and 9g). 
(1) Consecration in personal life (12: 1-8; (2) Con- 
secration in church life (12: 9-13); (3) Consecration 
in general life (12: 14-21); (4) Consecration in spe- 
cial circumstances (14:1 to 15:7). 

3. Intimations. Three lessons from Revelation 
(10, 11, and 12) and’ one from Isaiah (13). 
(1) Christ himself (lesson 10); (2) Christ and his 
Church (lesson 11); (3) Christ and Heaven (lesson 
12). In Isaiah we see Christ in the grace of his first 
coming and in the glory of his second. (3) 

Ill. Review by Biographies 

This is a very favorite method with children and 
young people, and as Acts is full of biographical ex- 
periences, it affords special opportunity. Care must 
be taken not to go too much into detail, but to ob- 
tain a general impression of various lives. 

1. The Apostle Peter. In chapters 1 to 12 there 
are five sections, ending with his imprisonment. 

2. The Apostle Paul. In chapters 13 to 28 there 
are also five sections, ending with his imprisonment. 
If time permits, some of the outstanding features of 
his life might be emphasized, including his Conver- 
sion, Confession, Commission, Consecration, Cour- 
age, Carefulness, Cheerfulness, Conduct. 

3. Lesser Lives. Something may perhaps be noted 
about such men as Barnabas, Philip, Timothy, Luke, 
Silas. (More material for this method of review can 
be obtained from my “Studies in the Acts.”2) 

IV. Central Truths 


The lessons of the quarter and of the year can be 
summed up in various ways and their personal appeal 
pointed. 


1Bible Colportage Association, Chicago, 50 cents. 
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1. The Passage to be Read. Rev. 22:6-14, 16-21. 
These are the closing words of application after the 
wonderful truths revealed in the book. (1) The 
coming of Christ. (Note the same phrase in verses 
7, 12, 21); (2) The two positions of the and the 
evil and r permanence (vs. 11-15); (3) The 
solemn responsibility (vs. 7, 9, Ii, 12, 14). 

2. The Golden Text. A beautiful invitation ex- 
pressed in the word “Come.” Perhaps the reference 
to “the Spirit and the bride” is to an a to Christ 
to come, though some think it is an invitation to those 
outside to come to Christ. Then the one who hears 
is in turn to say, “Come,” while the thirsty in his 

t need is to come to Christ and take freely the 
iving water. (4) . 

3. The Title of this Review. “Christ’s Coming and 

Coming to Christ.” 


(1) t is Christ’s coming? His first coming 
was in the past and is the basis of everything. His 


second coming is really his present coming | the 
Holy Spirit, and this is the secret of the splendid life, 


‘character, and service of men like Paul. His third 


coming is the future one, usually called the second, 
and is the hope of everything, as we see from Reve- 
lation and elsewhere. (5) 

(2) What is coming to Christ? It means that we 
ourselves trust him as our Saviour, and then that we 
invite others to do likewise (v. 17).. The word 
“come” is very frequent in the Bible from its first 
instance in Genesis 7:1, and it has been rightly de- 
scribed in the hymn, “Oh, word of words the 
sweetest.” As we think of all these lessons, we 
should ask ourselves whether we have really “come” 
to the Saviour, and if not, to remember that it means 
just these four things: 


Confidently 
Obediently 
Meekly 
Earnestly. 


Wvcutrre Cotiece, Toronto. 
w 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—A Plot That Failed (Acts 23). God 
seems to have arranged things on the boomerang 
principle, what you throw. out turns around. and 
comes back. A glimpse of. what: religious formalism 
can lead men into. doing... .Squeezers, knockers, and 
roasters. The making of a good uncle consists in 
what? Well, suppose you ask Jack, or Anna Mary. 
Every man who used to be a boy stand up. If -you 
couldn’t keep the boys and girls interested in this 
lesson you ought to say, “What’s the use!” 


Lesson 2.—Paul Before Felix (Acts 24). “Manners 
make the man.” If you are not a Christian gentleman 
you are probably not a Christian. Your steps must 
be washed with butter to go easy through the world. 
Of course they could not prove it, and neither can 
you. So keep out of jail for slander by keeping 
your mouth shut. And remain an honored and re- 
spected member of the “Way.” The only sure guide 
in life is the Holy Spirit, and not a poor old wobbly 
thing of a conscience to be put to sleep by a word and 
a gewlgaw. 


Lesson 3.—The Appeal to Czsar (Acts 25).— 
Hunting down the missionary. The chief priests and 
the principal men busy on the “frame up.” Good men 
are usually accused of being the one thing they are 
not. The honest man is a thief and the truthful man 
is a liar. Whom have you slandered to-day directly 
or by absorption? Unprovable charges. Favor from 
the liquor interests and the good old State wallows 
in its wetness. Politics packs asylums and jails. 
Where there ‘is no appeal there is strike and bank- 
ruptcy. Some lesson this. 


Lesson 4.—Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa (Acts 
26). This is a lesson wherein we saw the Gospel try- 
ing to get to the rich and great. And wherein it did 
not make out very well. The preacher was all right, but 
the congregation was too tough. It was a-case of 
“Almost” and his cousin “Failure.” And when you 
get there you will find Most Noble Festus and 
Almost Agrippa waiting for you in company with 
the Rich Young Ruler and all the others who had 
Great Possessions but no Wedding Garment. 


_ Lesson 5.—The Voyage (Acts 27: 1-38). Lighten- 
ing ship to save the soul is never the easiest business 
in the world., The cargo always looks good. But 
what does it profit a man, etc.? Ye should have lis- 
tened to the man who didn’t know all about naviga- 
tion but who was rigged with a flywheel. The angel 
that looks after us. Who owns poor old Nosey 
Booze, the town bum? Who owns you? And what 
is your slogan, so we can know it is you over the 
fence? This was a great voyage and a great lesson. 


Lesson 6.—Shipwrecked on Malta (Acts 27: 38 to 
28:10). What a good Christian man can do. Faith 


and good cheer are catching. Do you know of any 
banks conducted by godless men to acconimodate 

















LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 


other godless men? There is a Brew- 
ers’ Insurance Company. But where is 
the Booze Bank? This is Christianity’s 
answer. The two seas of Grace and 
Love. Of Repentance and Confession. 
Salvation is where they meet. War and 
the Christian gentleman. Enough in this 
one lesson for a year! 

Lesson 7.—World’s Temperance Sun- 
day (Rom. 14:13 to 15:3). This was 
the lesson for our good hood-winked 
old friend Mr. John B. Take-a-drink-or- 
let-it-alone. A fine fellow most of the 
time, who thinks a great deal of “Papa’s 
little girl.” And that miserable old 
farmer with his “nice sweet cider wot 
won’t hurt a baby,” who sent to his 
grave one of the best fellows Coatesville 
ever had. This temperance lesson just 
taught itself, because the teacher was 
mad from start to finish. Mad because 
the devil is fooling so many Mr. Take- 
a-drink-or-let-it-alone good fellows. 

Lesson 8.—From Melita to Rome (Acts 
28: 11-31). The inspiration and re- 
freshment of a warm shake and a cheery 
“how-de-do” as a fellow comes up the 
Appian Way of life. Three days and 
down to business. Are you a Pauline 
salesman or just one of these “Get By’s”? 
Have you any “Hope of Israel” belief, 
or do you just go along any old way? 
The dry lecture or the phonograph ex- 
perience meeting; which kind of a Sun- 
day-school class do you like best? Yes, 
everybody does. That is the kind which 
makes believers, and God can lift them 
into heaven. 

Lesson 9.—A Living Sacrifice (Rom. 
12). The most precious thing a man 
owns the Lord wants. That alone is 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
| they mar not be considered at all. o not 
| submit illustrations without first securing a 


| circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
| terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. Ail read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. ne dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for t st one each week. 


illustrations on the Golden Text. 

When He Answered.—The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And he that 
heareth, let him say, Come. And he 
that is athirst, let him come: he that 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely (Golden Text). A teacher in a 
-mission school in Africa had just ex- 
plained the parable of the king who in- 
vited people to his feast. One of the 
large boys said he wanted to follow 
| Jesus, arid the little boy said the same. 
i‘‘Have you felt for some time that 
| Jesus has been calling you?” asked the 
teacher. “Oh, no; it is only to-day; but 
I listened right off when he called,” was 
the sincere answer.—From World Wide 
Missions. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. (1) 

The Minister’s Question.—The Spirit 
| and the bride say, Come. And he that 
heareth, let him say, Come. And he that 
| is athirst, let him come: he that will, let 
him take the water of life: freely 
| (Golden Text). A minister, on taking 

a new church, was very highly compli- 
mented on his first sermon. A number 
of people told him it was just what that 





the legal tender of love. What is yours? , congregation needed. The next sermon 
Can a man be a Christian when he can | he preached well again, but the congre- 
not be told from the man who has no gation was greatly puzzled because it 








use for religion? World-fashioned 
Christians. Men who lack the flywheel 
and must be run by the throttle if they 
jerk along at all. Who is a big enough 
man to abhor the evil? The fellow the 
smart girl wants to see come around 
with the ring and the license. 


Lesson 10.—Jesus Christ the First. and 
the Last (Rev. 1). We come to the book 
we read with the telescope and the 
astronomer. The book of the washing 
white by the red. 
When we come to our throne away out 
yonder in the empire of heaven—which 
seems too good to be true. Walking 
through the “Mill” with the Master. So 
let the metals clash and the fire fly. 
Then we all went out, and looking up 
into the night said, “That’s our star.” 
And back of the angel stars was He 
who holds the stars in his hand. 


Lesson 11.—Faithful Unto Death (Rev. 
2:1-17). A church, like a watch, must 
have works, otherwise it is nothing but 
“another bad case.” There are some 
beautiful cases all jeweled and chased— 
but that’s all. The ideal life is the over- 
coming life. “Ask the man.” Out of 
last fall’s death comes next spring’s life. 
We can dig it from the potato hill. If 
diamonds play no part in the present life 


they may in the next most wonderfully. | 


Lesson 12.—The Holy City (Rev. 21: 
1-4, 22-27; 22:1-5). One of the finest 
lessons of the year. Because it was a 
lesson of the homeland. The Call of 
The High. What days they will be! Busy 
days, for kings can never be idle. What 
will you do? It was a lesson to select 
one’s Own mansion. Mansions made by 
the same builder who erected and dec- 
orated the lily. If the foundation stones 
are sapphires and emeralds, what must 
the upstairs be like! Are you going? 

Lesson 13.—Unto Us a Son is Given 
(Isa. 9:2-7). This finishes my tenth 
year of writing these lessons. In 1906 
I promised the Editor I would try it for 
a year. Some of the Times family 
have liked it and have gladdened my 
heart and quickened my pen by tell- 
ing me so. Some have not liked my 
“flippant” and “undignified” and “fa- 
miliar” manner and have kept the ma- 
jority from “spoiling” me by telling me 
so. It therefore gives me much pleas- 
ure to wish my thousands of dear 
friends who sit with me every week in 
the Corner a most happy and prosperous 
New Year. 


The real royalty. | 


was the same sermon as before. The 
third Sunday, when the same sermon 
was preached again, the session waited 
on him for an explanation. He said, 
“Why, yes, it is the same sermon; you 
told me the first Sunday how much i 
needed just that, and I watched all week 
for some change in your lives, but there 
was none; so I preached it again. I 
watched all next week, still no change, 
and I don’t see any yet. Don’t you think 
I’d better prepare to preach it again 
next Sunday?”—Used by Dr. W. L. 
Lingle at Montreat. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
bert Love, Grayson, Kan. 


The Desert Gospel.—The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And he that 
| heareth, let him say, Come. And he 
| that is athirst, let him come: he that 
| will, let him take the water of life freely 

(Golden Text). -In the deserts, when 
| Caravans are in want of water, they send 
a rider some distance ahead; then, after 
a little spaee, another follows; and then 
| at a short distance another. As soon as 
| the first finds water, before he stoops 
| to drink, he shouts aloud, “Come!” The 
; next one repeats the word, “Come!” So 
| the shout is passed along until the whole 
| 





wilderness echoes with the word 
“Come!”—From The Expositor. Sent 
by Rev. T. De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. (2) 

What Salt Does.—He that is athirst, 
let him come (Golden Text). A Bible- 
study group of college girls were dis- 
cussing the familiar passage in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, and were asking why 
Christians are like salt. All thought at 
| once of salt’s preservative qualities. 
| Then a Chinese girl in the group quietly 
| suggested, “Salt creates thirst.” The 

truth went home. As one of the leaders 
,afterward said, “Our lives should be 


| 


such that people would continually come ' 
to us and ask us to explain ourselves.” 
Do our lives create in others the thirst | 
that only the Water of Life can satisfy? 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
«by the Rev. A. F. Weaver, Lock Haven 
Pa. The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration, 


Have You Said, “Come” ?—Let him 
say, Come (Golden Text). I got my | 
first step in personal evangelism when a 
boy of fifteen in London. Fifty boys 
were each given a street, for which they 
were responsible to leave a tract at every 
house every week. . . . And sometimes, 
boy as I was, I would be asked in to 
pray with a sick. person. Meshes f do we 
not speak oftener for our Lord? How 
will you stand at the judgment as re- 
gards the postman, the grocery man, the 
aundry man, the newsboy, that call at 
your door? You don’t have to be a 
preacher to do this kind of evangelism, 
to say, Come.—From an address by the 
Rev. Bowley Green. Sent by Burton H. 
Winslow, Saco, Me. (3) 

Why He Went.—He that hearcth, let 
him say, Come (Golden Text). A 
Chinese asked a statesman who repre- 
sented the United States in China: 
“What right have you’ Christians to 
come over here to China and talk with 
these people about religion.” The dip- 
lomat replied: “The right to give others 
something that is too good to keep.”— 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (4) 


2 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


(Questions for a written review, to be 
dictated from the desk:) 


1. What, in the first lesson, was the 
plot that failed, and why did it fail? 

2. What .was the charge against Paul 
when he was brought before Felix? 

3. What. were some of the points of 
Paul’s defense before Agrippa? 

4. What was’ Paul’s final port in his 
great voyage, and on what island was 
he shipwrecked? 

5. How long did Paul live in his hired 
house in Rome? 

6. What is meant in Romans 12:1 by 
“present your bodies a living sacrifice”? 

7. Write out the Golden Text of the 
“Faithful Unto Death” lesson. 

8. What are some, of the things that 
will not be in the heavenly city, and who 
will be able to enter it? 

9. What are some of the names of 
Christ given in Isaiah’s prophecy? 

10. What lesson of this quarter has 
helped you most, and why? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Down life’s dark vale we wander.” 

“TI heard the voice of Jesus say.” 

“I know not why God’s wondrous grace.” 

“It may be at morn, when the day is awak- 
ening.” 

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 

“ My hope is built on nothing less.” 

“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling.” 

“ When Jesus comes to reward his servants.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 24: 1-10 (49: 1-3). 
Psalm 22 : 22-31 (42: 1-3). 
Psalm 97 : 1-12 (195 : 1-5). 


Psalm 096: 1-13 (193: 1, 5-7). 





Psalm 63 : 1-6 (125 : 1-3). 








The Times Question 





It may solve your problem of securing home study of the lesson, and it will 
wonderfully aid you in your own study and teaching. 
copy, 40 cents a year; with each order for a class is sent a Teacher's Supple- 
ment containing suggestions for using the quarterly and for the study of John. 


Quarterly for Pupils || 


It costs 19 cents a | 
| 








'the church in Ephesus: 


YOUR Pupils Would Be Delighted with | 
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[Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


O-DAY’S aim may be a spiritual 
climax to the year’s teaching. We 
may present the invitation of “ ing 
to Christ” so simply and earnestly that 
young children may gladly accept. 
When children come, it is the great 
privilege and responsibility of parents 
and teachers to help them to walk and 
talk with Jesus day by day, which is 
really living’ with Jesus now. To such 
are promised in the Holy City the tree 
of life, the water of life, a crown of life, 
and each name written in the book of 
life. (See recent Revelation lesson.) 


Lesson Teaching.—Those who invite 
Jesus to live with them on earth He in- 
vités to live with Him in the Heavenly 
Home, the Holy City. 


Review—What makes Christmas such 

a happy day? Show a good picture, 
representing Jesus in the manger, or in 
his mother’s arms; repeat John 3: 16; 
explain that people had no Christmas 
until Christ’s coming; sing Holy Night, 
or another Christmas song. Repeat to- 
gether the Story of Jesus, as suggested 
requently during the year: 

Jesus lived on this earth, 

He was once a little child, 

He went about doing good, 

He was crucified and buried, 

He rose from the dead, 

He went back to Heaven, 

He sent his Holy Spirit, 

The Holy Spirit is ‘our helper, 

We are His witnesses. 


When Jesus grew to be a man, and 
went about doing good, the men and 
women kept him very busy talking, 
teaching, and healing. One day some 
mothers brought their children to see 
and hear Jesus. He took them in his 
arms and blessed them, and said, Let the 
little children come unto me, etc. 
Show a beautiful picture representing 
Christ and the children, and sing 
“I wish that His hands had been placed on 

my head, 

That His arms had been thrown around 


me; 
And that I might have seen His kind look 
when he said, 
Let the little ones come unto me.” 


Children were glad to come when they 
saw Jesus. Show a picture of the 
Triumphal Entry, with children waving 
palms and singing. Ask the children 
what they would have sung, and take 
fime to sing one stanza of a praise song. 

Jesus wants children~-to invite him to 
come and live in their hearts, that he 
may help them to know and do the 
right. Those who love him, Jesus in- 
vites to be with him in the glory of his 
Heavenly Home. - 

“In that beautiful place He has gone to 
prepare 

For all who are washed and forgiven; 

And many dear children shalb live with 

Him there, 
For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Development of Lesson—In John’s 
vision he saw many of the wonderful 
things prepared for those who came to 
Jesus on earth and who would live with 
him in the Holy City. Everything there 
was full of tire. John saw a river of 
Water of Life, clear as crystal (Rev. 
22:1); on the sides of the river grew 
the Tree of Life, yielding its fruit every 
month (22:2). It was the same Tree 
of Life about which the angel wrote to 
To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of .the 
Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise 
or garden of God (Rev. 2:7). 


The angel wrote to another church: 
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a Crown of Life (2:10). 
Some people want a crown of gold or 
silver with jewels in it, but the Crown 
of Life is better. 

Did you ever notice how many names 
there are in the telephone book? Every 
city has many names. John says that in 
the Holy City there are manv names 








768 


written in the Book of Life (21: 27).| 
They are the names of those who love 
and obey Jesus Christ. 
“Is my name written there, 
On the page white and fair, 
In the Book of thy kingdom, 
Is my name written there?” 


God sends his Holy Spirit to live in 
the hearts of those whose names are in 
his Book of Life. The Holy Spirit 
helps them to live right while on earth. 
He helped Philip to find and teach the 
man in the chariot; he helped Peter to 
go and teach Cornelius and his friends; 
he helped Paul to preach to Gentiles in 
many cities and to be brave when hard 
trials came to him; he will help each one 
of us if we invite him. 

Christmas was a happy day. What 
day is to-morrow? We all wish it to be 
a Happy New Year. We will be happy 
if we accept the invitation of Jesus. 
Repeat memory text (Rev. 22:17). 

Hand-work.—Give to each child a 
paper of suitable size and shape. On 
one side write, Little children, come 
unto me (and sign it), Jesus. On the 
other side write, Dear Jesus, come and 
Live in my heart. Do not urge signing 
unless they understand and mean it. 

CHIGAGO. - 


My Class of Girls 





By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


INCE we are concluding a year’s 

study in Acts make ‘sure that your 
girls can state briefly the facts of the 
entire book. (1) 

Acts opens with the story of. Christ’s 
ascension and the advent of the Holy 
Spirit, which marks the establishment 
of the first Christian Church (Jews) at 
Jerusalem. Recall that.1:8 is the big 
verse. and “witness” is the keyword. 

Satan tried to break up the church 
by sin within, lying and. fault-finding 
CSe2; ‘6: 2), and hatred and_ persecu- 
tion from without (5: 40; 7: 59, and. 11: 
19). The Christians scattered, but their | 
witnessing led to the establishing of 
other churches.. The Gentile Church at 
Antioch made such progress that Barna- | 
bas was sent from the mother church. 
Finding the need so great he in turn | 
sent for Paul (11: 22-26). 

Ere long God called these two men 
to go as missionaries (13:2). They 
made their first journey together, then | 
separated. Paul, after his third jour- | 
ney, returned to Jerusalem. He was in 
the temple taking the Nazirite vow 
with fellow-Jews when some gossiper | 
started a false story about him (21: 29). | 
The people became frenzied, and mobbed | 
and arrested Paul. He was tried before- 
Felix, Festus,. and Agrippa. To get | 
justice he appealed to Cesar at Rome. 
En route the ship was wrecked, but at 
length Paul reached Rome where he was 
a prisoner for two years, where our! 
story ends, (2) 

Review these facts if need be many' 
times until each girl can relate them. | 
Let some girl follow the map as the | 
story is told. These lessons in Acts | 
cover over five years of Paul’s life, 58- | 
63 A. D. 


Assign girls to prepare and read two- 


minute essays upon the following 
themes: (3) 
1. God’s supernatural care of his} 


children (23: 10, 16, 23; 27:24; 28: 3-5). | 
2. Compare Felix and Agrippa and} 
their rejection of Christ (24: 24-27; 26: | 
28-32). 
3. The hardest trial Paul had to en-| 
dure. 
4. Is God’s statement that “all things 
work together for good” true in Paul’s 
life? 
5. Gossip and its results 
28:31). (4) 


These questions might be used for a 
written examination: 

In what need were the Jewish Chris- 
tians at Jerusalem? (5) 

How did the Gentile Christians help 
them? (24:17; 1 Cor. 16: 1-4.) 

What trifling bit of gossip caused 
Paul’s arrest and imprisonment? (2: 
29.) 


(21:20 to 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


























not free Paul? ; 
How did God-use their sin to further 
his own purpose? (23:11; 25:11; 26: 


How did God answer Paul’s prayer 
and faith? (27: 24, 25.) 

Paul declared his bonds furthered the 
Gospel. How? (6) 


By whom and upon what occasions 
were the following spoken: “Be of good 
cheer: for as thou hast testified concern- 
ing me at. Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome” (23:11). “I ex- 
ercise myself to have a conscience void 
of offence toward God and men always” 
(24:16). “Go thy way for this time; 
and when I have a convenient season, I 
will call thee unto me” (24:25). “I 
was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision” (26: 19). “Almost thou persuad- 
est me to be a Christian” (A. V. 26: 28). 
(Add others as you choose.) (7) 


Since Paul is the central character 
let four girls debate the question: 
Resolved, That Paul’s life was not a 
failure. (8) 


Suggestions for the negative: 

Did Paut show wisdom in persisting 
in going to Jerusalem against the ad- 
vice of friends? (21: 4, 11.) 

Didn’t Paul needlessly please friends, 
in conforming to Jewish ceremony? 
(21: 17-30.) 

Did Paul use judgment by referring 
to the resurrection, thus arousing the 
hatred of the Sadducees? (23: 6-10.) 

When on trial before Lysias (22: 
3-23), the Sanhedrin (23:1-10), Felix 
(24:1-22), Festus (25:6-12), and 
Agrippa (26:1-32), did Paul show 


| weakness in giving his testimony for 


Christ instead of pleading for his own 
freedom? 

If Paul had been less radical and been 
willing to compromise, wouldn’t he have 
incurred less anger and opposition, have 
kept his freedom and been a greater 
power for God? 


Suggestions for affirmative: 


Paul felt Spirit-driven to Jerusalem. ; 
Would he not have been a coward had} teacher had jogged us about it when- 
he followed friends whose advice was | 


for his personal safety? 
21: 13.) 
Paul was ever willing to sacrifice per- 


(90:22... 22: 


Why did Felix, Festus, and Agrippa | 


| “Word”? 





| OW many of you found the puzzle 





sonal wishes to further concord if no 
compromise and principle were involved. 

Paul tried not to arouse antagonism, 
but he never shirked open testimony for 
Christ in order to avoid antagonism. 
With Paul allegiance to Christ was first, 
irrespective of the consequences. 

When on trial before kings and gov- 
ernors Paul lost sight of his own need 
and interests in trying to win them to 
Christ. 


*| be called a traitor. 


DECEMBER 16, 1916 


plained how Paul’s nephew overheard 
the Jews plotting to kill Paul, and how 
he warned the captain. 

Teacher said that was once when it 
was right to run and tattle. A man’s 
life was at stake. He believes that 
when telling will injure any one we 
ought not to tell unless forced to. -But 


w telling will save any one from 
trouble, then we to tell willingly. 
Mother said she ught that was a 
pretty good rule 


Bert told about Capt. yy fooling 
the mob by slipping out back way 
with Paul and sending him to Czsarea 
surrounded by a guard of soldiers. 
That showed what a man_can do when 
he means biisiness. Lysias would be a 
pot officer to enforce the prohibition 

w on the bootleggers. 

Teacher says when we get to be men 
we shall have a chance to show just such 
backbone in the cause of law and order. 
He believes it takes as much grit to 
fight political corruption as it does to 
face a mob. You've got to go right 
against your own party sometimes and 
But he says the real 
traitor is the man who votes for a bad 
candidate on account of party loyalty. 
He said when we get old enough to vote 
we must be true to the highest princi- 
ples, and even now we can use our in- 
fluence for right by letting other boys 
and men know where we stand. 

He put on the board 





HAD 
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BACK BONE ’So'wnt" 
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Paul was a great statesman, philoso- 
pher, and man of letters. Had he} 
chosen these vocations he would have | 
been a huge success as the world counts 
it. But he chose to be used as a mission- 
ary of Jesus Christ. If he had com- | 
promised he might have had _ fewer | 
trials and greater liberty, but he had the | 
peace of knowing that he was living and | 
doing the will of God. It mattered lit- | 
tle that he had man’s disfavor since he | 
had God’s favor. 

This, not material aggrandizement, is | 
success, and this is the only success. (9) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Learn all you can of John, the author. 

When was this Gospel written? 

_ is the purpose of John? (20: 
31. 

Define Word... How is Christ God’s 


How is Christ light and life? 


What verse proves the deity | of 
Christ ? 


What verse proves that all men are 
not God’s children? 


How do we become God’s children? 
Biste Institute, Los ANGELEs. 


ve 
Pucker’s ‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


assigned you?” asked teacher. 
Every one of us ‘held up our hands, 
but I guess we had our lesson because 


ever he saw us through the week. I 
know he did me. So we started in to 
tell what we had found. 

I had the first question, so I ex- 











Bulldog told about Tertullus, the un- 
truthful lawyer, and said he guessed 
most lawyers since had been related to 
Tertullus. But teacher ‘stood up for 
there being lots of honest lawyers, as 
honest as Abraham Lincoln. Lawyers 
have lots of temptations, and teacher 
says if any of us study law we must 
go into it for what good we can do, not 
for how much we can make. 

Of course it was Felix who wanted 
the bribe, and Paul who would not de- 
fend himself, but only defended the 
truth about Christ. e would rather 
— up for his Master than for him- 
self. 

Paul came out strong in the last three 
questions. He started the voyage to 
Rome a prisoner, he ended it by being 
practically in command of the whole 
ship, and at Rome he did more good 
than any other man in the city, in spite 
of being always chained to a soldier. 

Teacher says it was the power of 

od’s Spirit that made Paul great. Paul 
wrote once, “Christ liveth in me.” That 
was the secret of his power, and the 
same power will fill us and work 
through us if we will let him, not to 


| make! us great, like Paul, but to make 


us a blessing to others wherever we go. 

“Now, boys,” said teacher at the close, 
“just take a look back over our year’s 
lessons about Paul. What stands out 
clearest in your mind?” (1) 

“His persecutions,” said Bert. 

“How much good he did,” suggested 
Fred. 

“What I see clearest,” whispered little 
Carl shyly, “is Christ.” 

Teacher laid his hand on Carl’s knee 
kind of loving like, and said that was 
what Paul intended, and what we ought 
to aim at, to hide ourselves and in our 
lives show forth the Spirit of Christ. (2) 

It was’ time to stop. So we bowed 
our heads while teacher prayed. Then 
the year’s work was over. 

Home study questions are: 

In what way are a boy’s words part 
of him? (v. 1.) , ; 

Why does a boy owe his very life to 
Christ? (v. 2.) 

In what way is every boy sent from 
God? (vs. 6, 7.) 

Can God help a boy choose his life 
work? 

How can what we believe make any 
difference to God? (v. 12.) 

How should we feel toward a boy 
who is put ahead of us? (v.,, 15.) 


Terre Haute, Inp. 











LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 


THE BIBLE 


THE HOPE OF 
THE NATION 


—ANe WEBSTER has said : ‘ If we abide 

by the eget em taught in the Bible, our 
country wil ge on prospering and to prosper ; 
but if we and our posterity neglect its instruc- 
tions and authority, no man can tell how sud- 
den a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury 
all our glory in profound obscurity.”’ 

Wm. H, Seward said : ‘‘‘The whole hope of 
human progress is suspended on the ever- 
growing influence of the Bible.”’ 

The Bible is indeed the greatest Book in the 
world; it contains the ord of God, first 
spoken, then written ; the study of it is not only 
the very foundation of interest, order, instruc- 
tion, reverence and godly profit in the Sunday 
School—it is the guardian of the religious life 
in the family, and the salvation of the individual 
and state. If through his own searching one 
comes to know this Book, its attraction, use, 
and influence will never cease. 


SEND FOR 


“A Guide to Bible Study ” 


ON INSPECTION 


This course has for its aim the study of the 
Bible itself, giving that first-hand intimate 
knowledge of its contents which transforms 
every life it touches. It is a simple, practical 
system of graded lessons designed to produce 


Junior 
“ Course. 


Uawn 


Advanced 
Course 
(S. S. *‘Inter- 
mediate’). 4 


4a 


“ 


this direct, unobstructed acquaintance. 
Suited to independent study in the home, for 
Endorsed by recognized authorities. 
In seven parts—a year's work to a part. 
. 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 
. The Gospels and the Acts. 
. 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
tions of nine prophetical 
6. Life of Christ. 
7. The Acts and the Epistles. 
Cloth, each Part 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth 


use in family worship, or for Sunday Schools. 
Part. 1, Genesis to Ruth. \ 
. Genesis to 2 Samuel. 
books). 
Paper, each Part 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth 


Descriptive.Pamphlet on request 


Index Publishing Company 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 








SOMETHING NEW 


The Superintendent’s Guide 


For 1917._ A Pocket Manual for Superin- 
tendents. By Harry Edwards Bartow., 
Price, 25 cents net. 
For EACH MONTH of 1917 the book offers 
seusonable suggestions on how to conduct the 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 31 


Lessons to Learn from the Past (Eph. 
5: 15-21). 


(New Year’s Meeting.) 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Sloth (Amos 6: 1-11). 
Tues.—God’s patience (Isa. 46: 1-11). 
Wed.—God’s care (Luke 12: 
Thurs.—Shortness of time 

1-17). 
Fri.—Joy of service (2 Cor. 1: 12-14). 
Sat.—Our need of power (Matt. 16 : 21-28). 
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school, giving an order of service, a monthly 
theme, and hints for the workers’ meeting. — 

For EACH SuNDAY it provides an outline for 
the desk lesson, a prayer, a list of eppeagrings 
hymns, and thoughts for the superintendent's 
quiet hour. Special features are suggested 
for many of the Sundays. 

American Sunday School Union 

1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
























Send 25c for 3 Months’ Trial of 


THE GHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 


is a decision you should come to NOW, Ask to have 
our subscription begin with December. Articles— 
‘Who is Jesus Christ;’’ *‘Carnal vs. Spiritual 
Mind;’’ ‘‘God.and One Man.’’ Address 

150 Institute Place CHICAGO 


AUDEN. 


CANDY 


More than mere cough drop ° 5c 
Used by thousands daily. 


WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 
FOR IRRITATED THROAT 
BROWN’S 
CHIAL 


TROCHES 


Used by ere and singers for 60 years. 
NEW 10c BOX FITS THE POCKET 
ei Sizes 25c, 60c, $1. At Druggists. 
JOHN BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 























In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 





| to begin what in the ages He was to 





Name the biggest lesson of the past year. 
What mistakes have you learned to avoid? 
Has the past brought you warning? What? 


Beco past teaches that God is and 
that He governs his world. There 
are forces in it which war against him. 
All about us are results of man’s hate 
and sin and folly which represent the 
consequences of the rejection of God’s 
perfect and loving will. But the past 
shows that the triumph of these hostile 
forces and the power of these evil re- 
sults are limited, that God is stronger 
than they, and that over them and in 
spite of them he fulfils his mighty pur- 
poses. As we look back over the past | 
year we say with new conviction, “We | 
believe in God the Father Almighty.” | 


ye 

The past teaches God’s need of men. | 
“And I looked for a man among them,” 
said God through one of the greatest 
of his prophets in the ancient days. 
There was work to be done and God 
wanted .a man for its doing. Many 
great services have gone; undone this 
past year because God could: not find 
his men. . Will he be able to find. them 
this coming year? 





The past teaches man’s need of God, 
of the true God and Father of our | 
Lord Jesus Christ. The nations have | 
rejected the God whom Christ revealed | 
or they have only nominally worshiped | 
him. Men have not made God’s char- | 
acter, disclosed in Christ, the law of | 
their lives and of all human and inter- | 
national relationships. And the in-| 
evitable result has followed. Man trust- | 
ing his own mind and leaning on his | 
own will has gone off into the night and 
fought there with himself and with his 
brother. There is no evil which may 
not befall men who act without God 
or with false thoughts of God. Jesus | 
said that such men were capable of 
almost any moral blunder or crime. 
They would even call murder religion. 
We see now more clearly than ever 
man’s absolute need of God in Christ. 


He 


The past teaches 
really worth while. 
the first century? The rich men are| 
gone. We can’t recall their names. The | 
great rulers are dead and their influ- 
ence departed with them. But Jesus 
Christ and: His disciples are still mould- 
ing the world. All material greatness 
is buried with the time that saw its | 
pride. But truth and life and all true 
and living principles abide and increase. 
These are the true wealth and strength 
of man. Why not seek them and serve | 
them and hold them fast. The past pro- 
claims its own failures and inadequacy. 
It says, “Do not look at me or seek to 
keep me. I am the voice of one cry- 
ing. The latchet of his shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose. I came only to pre- 
pare for a greater coming.” All that 
has been was the foundation laying of | 
God. The walls were to rise upon it. 
Let us go on to build. The foundation 
has been laid once for all. That part of | 
the past was its glory and redemption. 
Our Lord came in history. But he came 
then in order to be always with men and | 


what things are 
Who lives still of 
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complete. The past bids us to go on 
with Him to completion. 

The right way to honor the past is 
to make the future better than it. 


It is disloyalty to the past to mistake 
it for the future. 


What we have been in the past is not 
the measure of what we may be. 

We may be what we have never been. 

New York Cirty. 
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Aunt Lou in the Calves’ Shed 
By Frances Margaret Fox 
HEN the wind blows hard in Old 


| 


Mackinaw, so hard that big trees’ 


in the ancient forest near by sometimes 
go crash-bang to the ground, little 
Esther often asks her Aunt Lou to tell 
about how she slept in the calves’ shed 
when she was a little girl. Aunt Lou 
laughs and tells the story over and 
over because she 
about it herself. 
When her father and mother first 


came from New York to live in 
Northern Michigan, they bought a 


wilderness farm. 


which the family went to live was an 
unfinished two-story house; and it was 
not much fun to be in that house when 
the wind blew hard, because it rocked 


| and creaked and behaved as if it might 


tumble over. 

Aunt Lou was one of seven children, 
all little tots at the time she slept in the 
calves’ shed. 

The calves had a fine new shed built 
on purpose for their winter home. It 
was close to the ground and built of 
sweet-smelling new boards. Aunt Lou 


likes to remember | 


said it was a beautiful home for calves. 
One autumn day the west wind began 
to blow, and it blew, and it blew, 
harder and harder and harder, until late 
in the afternoon the father of the seven 
children began to believe the house 
might blow over. The mother of the 
seven, and the father, too, told their 
frightened little ones that God would 
take care of them, and that they must 
not be afraid. 

At last a window blew in, and then 
Aunt Lou’s father knew it was time to 
get out of that house with his family of 
little ones. Neighbors lived so far 
away it was useless to think of taking 
the babies through the storm to them. 

Straightway Aunt  Lou’s father 
thought of the new shed for the calves; 
so out he went and put the calves in the 
big barn with the cows and the horses. 
Then he worked fast to clean out the 
calves’ shed. After it was clean he car- 
ried load after load of fresh straw into 
the shed, and so turned the whole in- 
side of that shed into a wide, deep, 
soft bed. 

Next thing Aunt Lou’s father did was 
to carry quilts and blankets and pillows 
from the house to put over the straw. 
Then the babies were bundled in more 
blankets and carried one by one to the 


| shed and cuddled down to sleep in the 


There never was a/| 
log house on that farm. The house in | 


wide, new bed. 

Aunt Lou tells little Esther that she 
was old enough to think it was a dread- 
ful thing to sleep in the calves’ shed. 
But the father and mother of that big 
family were glad indeed that they had 
such a clean, snug and cosy little place 
for their precious flock that night, 
where they were all safe from the wind, 
and could, and did, sleep in peace. 

God not only took care of Aunt Lou 
and her family, but he took care of the 
house too, because, in the morning, 


| when the storm was over, there stood 


the house, friendly and comfortable, 


waiting for seven little children to come 
to breakfast. 


Mackinaw City, Mica. 
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HOW MUCH FOR A DOLLAR? 





How much food can the housewife 
get with the money she takes to mar- 
ket? With the advancing cost .of all 
kinds of foods this is the question 
uppermost in her mind. There are 
two things to be considered—quantity 
and quatity. A person might take 
home a market basket full of foods 
for a dollar which might contain very 
little nutritive value. At present 
market price two eggs would cost ten 
cents, but they wouldn’t contain the 
actual food value of two shredded 
wheat biscuits, which only cost two 
cents. 

For muscle-building, strength-giving 
nutriment the greatest food value for 
the least money is no doubt to be 
found in shredded wheat biscuit. Be- 
ing made of the whole wheat grain 
steam-cooked, shredded and baked, these 
biscuits contain all the elements the 
human body needs, and being ready- 
cooked it is so easy to prepare with 
them a nourishing meal in a few 
minutes. 

Most of the foods you buy in the 
public market are not a perfect meal 
in themselves. They require some- 
thing else to supply the necessary 
proteids, carbohydrates or fats. In 
shredded wheat biscuit, however, you 
have every element needed for the 
complete nourishment of the human 
body and at very small cost.” Two 
of these biscuits eaten with hot milk 
or cream will supply all the strength- 
giving nutriment needed for a half- 
day’s work. 

n these times when the prices of 
all kinds of food are advancing it 
is easy for the desk man and the man 
of sedentary employment to cut out 
meats and other high proteid foods, of 
which he should eat very sparingly un- 
der any conditions.—Advt. 





Yes, they will 
do home study 


if— 


And it may not be such a big ‘‘if” as you suppose ! 
They probably will not do as much as you might wish, but they 


wld do something if you will really 


help. 


Helping means assigning something definite, and not too difficult, 
and not too much ; something worth while to do; something interest- 
ing ; and then ‘checking up the result regularly. 


The Times Question Quarterly 


for Pupils 


was devised by a Texas Sunday-school superintendent, Mr. W. V. 
Long, to answer that ‘‘if,” and it did so much for the teachers and 
pupils in his school that it couldn't be kept for their use alone, 


If you haven't even seen the Quarterly, and if you want to get 
your class, teen age or older, to do a little real study at home, send 


ten cents in stamps or coin to-day for a copy. 


What it has done for 


others it is intended to do for you and your class. 





The Question Quarterly is a substantial booklet made up of per- 
forated sheets bearing the lesson date and title, the Golden Text, 


a place for the pupil's name, and 


two sets of questions,—one set 


for teen age, and one set for older classes, with ample space for 


written answers. 


It requires the use of the Bible by the pupils. 


And it doesn’t require too much work, but enough to be worth doing. ~ 





It will be better to try The Times Question Quarterly than to 
give up tke idea of getting your pupils to do a little home work. 


40 cents a year, 10 cents a copy 


. 
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| Thurs.—Acts 27 : 13-26. The Voyage. 








For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





URING recent days many useful 
suggestions on family worship have 
reached me, and I take this opportunity 
of thanking all my correspondents. 
There must be very many readers of 
The Sunday School Times who could 
give valuable help through this column 
to many who are seeking the best 
method of conducting family worship. 
The family altar in many homes needs 
rebuilding, and this would be readily 
done if people knew how to do it. 
How do you do it? Will you tell 
your fellow-readers? In a_ friend’s 
home breakfast is the first thing on 
coming downstairs. Immediately after 
breakfast the Scripture is read, each 
member of the family reading a verse, 
and a brief comment is given. A short 
rayer is made ending with the Lord’s 
rayer repeated all together; this 
closes the service, which does not oc- 
cupy more than ten minutes. There are ' 
few homes that could not do the same. 





December 25 to 31 


Mon.—Isaiah 9 : 2-7. 
“Unto Us a Son is Given.” 
Rev. 22: 6-14, 16-21. 

Christ’s Coming and Coming to Christ. 
The coming cf our Lord a second time 
is as clearly predicted in the Scriptures 
as was his first coming. His coming 
will be in glory and in power,—his day 
of rejection ended and his day of 
triumph begun. If I have come to him 

he will come for me. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that this 
Christmas day may be one of abounding 
blessing to the entire family circle. 
Pray for the spirit of unselfishness and 
large-hearted generosity, Pray that all 
your friends may accept the great gift | 
of which Christmas speaks. 

Tues.—Acts 23: 14-24. A Plot that Failed. 
Acts 24: 10-21. Paul Before Felix. 

No matter how fierce the persecution 
or how determined the plot to destroy 
God’s people, all are impotent before 
the protecting and delivering power of 
God. What restfulness comes to the 
soul when in confidence all is committed 
to the Divine care. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give praise for 
blessings of peace to this nation, and for 
its present general prosperity and out- 
look. Pray for the blood-soaked Euro- 
pean Continent, for the soldiers in the 
trenches, for the wounded in the hos- 
pitals, the dying on the battlefields, and 
recruits in training. Pray also that the 
Christmas message of peace may 
speedily effective amongst nations. 
Wed.—Acts 25: 1-12. The Appeal to Czsar. 

Acts 26: 1, 24-32. : 
Paul’s Defence Before Agrip 

“Me a Christian.” Probably Agrippa 
spoke the words in contempt thinking 
there was very little dignity attached to 
the followers of Christ. The Christian 
is Christ’s man, and no greater honor 
can come to us than to be followers of 


Him. Unless we are Christ’s men we| 
have no right to the name Christian. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Ask the Lord | 
for help in the regular and consecutive | 
reading of His Word. Pray for spirit- | 
ual understanding which can come only 


| from the Spirit of God, also for the} 
| ready mind to receive His teachings and | 


|a willingness to live out the truths of “gray neutrality” in spiritual 
the Bible in daily life. |W 


Acts 27 : 33-44. 
Shipwrecked on Melita. | 

Paul’s heart was full of confidence 
and courage amid the adverse circum- 


| stances and conditions in which he found | 
| himself. 
| dangers and is conscious that no harm | it before the Lord, confessing our fail- 
| can break upon the soul whose trust is| ures, shortcomings and sins, seeking 
{in 


Faith remains calm amid all | 


the living God. “Lord, evermore | 


give us this faith.” 

Prayer Succestions: Take a grand | 
and comprehensive view of the world’s | 
nissions. Pray that the commission | 


be | 
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Have you 
Catarrh? 


Is nasal breathing 
impaired? Does 


zour throat get 
usky or clogged ? 
Modern science proves 
that these symptoms re- 
sult from run-down health. 
Snuffs and vapors are irri- 
tating and useless. 
The oil-food in Scott’s Emulsion 
will enrich and enliven the blood, 
aid nutrition and assist nature to 
check the inflammation and 
heal the sensitive membranes, 


Shun Alcoholic mixtures 
and insist upon SCOTT’S. 
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given to our Lord’s disciples to “Go into 
all the world” may be speedily carried 
out, and that the ends of the earth may 
hear of His grace. 


Fri.—Rom. 14: 13 to 15: 3. 
Mutual Helpfulness. 
Acts 28: 11-31. From Melita to Rome. 
Paul’s great desire to preach the gos- 
pel at Rome was about to be granted. 
It would’ seem he. cared not how he 
reached the metropolis so long as he 
got where he could unburden his heart 
of the: great message of the gospel. He 
was not ashamed of his bonds in Christ 
nor of the gospel which he proclainied. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
the absent members of the family circle 
who for various causes cannot join in 
the home festivities of. this season. Re- 
member continually all who are closely 
associated with your home.. Pray for 
kith and kin and all near and dear 
friends. 
Sat.—Rom. 12. A Living Sacrifice. 
Rev. 1: 1-8, 17-20. 
Jesus Christ the First and the Last. 
He who was before all things and 
creator of all things, the Beginning and 
|the Ending, the First and the Last is 
alone worthy of the complete submis- 
sion of the soul, and to Him alone are 
we justified in presenting our bodies 
living sacrifice. Oh, to be His, His 
now, and His forever and completely. 


Prayer SuccesTions: The year is 
drawing to a close. Why not ask the 
members of the family what special sub- 
jects of prayer they may have upon their 
hearts? Make the family worship a 
time of real prayer. Take the members 
one by one and name them before the 
Lord. Take the children into your con- 
fidence and let them feel that family 
worship belongs to them. 

Sun.—Rev. 2: 1-17. “Faithful Unto Death.” 
Rev. 21: 1-4, 22-27. The Holy City. 
Luke 9: 49-62. For and Against Him. 

There can be no such thing as a 
things. 
e are. either with Christ or we are 
against Him. Let us make this last day 
of another year, if we have not already 
done so, the day of our decision for 
Christ. Such a decision will'mean life, 
blessing and eternal glory. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
last day of another year. 





This is the 
Let us review 


forgiveness and cleansing, at the same 
time praising God for all His wondrous 
love, grace, and pity during the year’s 
course. 

New York City. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 31 (Review) 





[we Found These Review Plans Worked 





A year’s subscription to The Sunday School Times will be given to any reader 
who sends the Editor a brief account of a review plan that worked successfully 
in class or school, and that is used for publication. Either your own subscription 
will be extended a year, or the subscription will be sent free to any one you 
name. Notice how widely representative are the workable plans described 


here,—they come from readers in 
lina, Washington, Massachusetts, 


A Review Alphabet 


N REVIEW Sunday I told the class 
we would make out a Biblical Alpha- 


t. 
“A” would stand for Acts of the 
Apostles. What would “B” stand for? 
The answers were all good. We 
finally chose the following list: 

A—Acts of the Apostles. 

B—Barnabas, 

C—Christ. 

D—Disciples. 

E—Ethiopian. 

F—Faith. 

G—Gate Beautiful. 

H—Holy Spirit. 

I—Israel. 

J—Jerusalem. 

K—Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

L—Luke (author of Acts). 

M—Martyr. . 
N—Nazareth. 

O—Olivet. 

P—Peter. 

Q- 


, = 

S—Stephen, Sanhedrin. 

T—Theophilus (to whom Luke writes). 
U—Unity of Christian Brotherhood. 
V—Victory of Faith. 

W—Witnesses. 


—Mrs. R. V. Perry, Chicago. 
ve 


By Picture Cards 


Y CLASS was composed of about 

fifteen children from three to six 
years old. On the Sunday preceding 
Review, I made a special request for the 
attendance of every child-on roll the 
following Sunday. I contrived to see or 
write to each absentee, and twelve of 
the children put in an appearance on the 
morning of Review. 

My own children were in this class, 
and I had kept their picture cards illus- 
trating the lessons, so I had the set in- 
tact for the Quarter. I distributed these 
cards among the children, and asked 
each child to tell the story from the 
picture and give the Golden Text. When 
a child was unable to tell the story, the 
card was passed on until it had a read- 
ing. To the child who could interpret 
most of the pictures was given a pretty 
card of a different kind for his own.— 
Mrs. Paul W. Evans, Laredo, Tex. 


vé 


Question Tests 


(= novel plan for Review Sunday 
which my mixed class of fifteen 
boys and girls enjoy is the following: 
On Sunday previous to Review each boy 
and girl is asked to write out five im- 
portant questions on the Quarter’s les- 
sons, and I make out from 75 to 100 
questions. After our rapid-fire Bible 
drill, conducted by one of the pupils, 
sides are chosen and the questions are 
used as in old-fashioned - spelling 
matches. Sometimes’ we “question 
down,” at other times we keep a record 
of the one answering the most questions. 
A: time limit of one minute is placed on 
answering a question. At the close the 
secretary calls the roll, in which each 
repeats the memory text and reports the 
number of days the Bible has been read. 
My present class of fifteen members are 
first-year juniors and all have made pub- 
lic acknowledgment of Christ, six hav- 
ing united with the church. This last 
quarter each member has read three or 
more books of the New Testament, The 
Acts, John, Matthew, and others. 

We use various plans to review mem- 
ory texts. We call for them as part of 
our opening class session; some Sun- 


d Nebraska. Please keep on helping the 
Times to make Review Sunday one of the most interesting of the entire year. 
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Kansas, Illinois, Texas, North Caro- 


days I call for favorite texts, and why; 
some Sundays for texts on God’s love, 
God's care, about children, our Heavenly 
home, “blessed texts,” “I am” texts, 
“words of Jesus” texts, etc.—Mrs. Frank 


Hendrick, Omak, Wash. 
ve 


A Challenge Review 


WO weeks before Review Sunday 
the Young Ladies’ Bible Class (ages 
fifteen to eighteen) decided to send the 
“Yhost Bible Class” (of young men, 
same ages) a challenge to meet them in 
a contest on Review Sunday. The con- 
test was this: The twelve lessons were 
to be divided into two groups of six 
lessons each, and each class was to 
choose six of the most difficult ques- 
tions to be found in the lesson texts. 
The young men were given their choice 
of either group of lessons.’ The losing 
side was to entertain the winning side. 
The week before Review Sunday the 
young men called a meeting and with 
their teacher present they went*right in 
for hard study. They met three nights 
that week. The young ladies did the 
same. When members of the two classes 





met during the week in the homes or.on | 
the street this review was the one topic | 
of conversation. 

On’ Review Sunday ‘when ‘the classes | 
assembled in their rooms for the class 
period these two classes assembled in 
one: room, andthe contest. was begun. 
The teachers asked the questions, which | 
were given to them by the members of | 





the classes. The interest was intense 
from start to finish, and the contest | 
ended with a tie! The young ladies | 
said that as they had sent the challenge | 
they felt they should entertain, and they | 
did it royally—Mrs. J. H. Shickel, 
Southern Pines, N. C. 
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A Progressive Biography 


N OUR “Seek-Ye-First” class of 

young women, a “Progressive Biog- 
raphy” of Paul proved eminently suc- | 
cessful. A copy of the entire outline 
had previously been given to each mem- | 
ber of the class, her own point being | 
designated on her copy. The outline be- 
ing understood to be only suggestive, | 
the girls followed one another without 
being specially called upon, and gave a/| 
very comprehensive and _ interesting 
bidgraphy. 

1. Tell to what class of literature the book 
of Acts belongs; of what it is a history; who | 
wrote it, and to whom it was addressed. 

2. Tell who is the central figure in this 
quarter’s work, giving his nationality and ; 
birthplace. 

3. Tell what we know of Paul’s education, | 
mentioning the name of one teacher and the | 
city in which Paul was under his teaching. 
(Read Acts 22: 3 and Acts 5: 36-40.) 

4. Tell to what Jewish sect Paul belonged. 
Would you consider this a religious or a 
political body? Can you tell one or more of 
their teachings? (Some help may be found 
in Acts 23: 6; Acts 26: 5; and Phil. 3: 5.) 

5. How was it possible for Paul to be both 
a Jew—the Jews being then subject to the 
Romans—and also a freeborn Roman citizen? 





6. What do we know of Paul as a linguist? 
(Acts 21: 36 to 22: 30.) Name an occasion 





when he used to advantage his knowledge of | i 


each of these languages. 


7. Tell briefly of Paul’s conversion as re- 
lated by himself. See Acts 22 and Acts 26. 

8. Among what people was Paul especi- 
ally called to work? Why did he seem, in 
human judgment, a strange choice to send to 
them, and what was the resulting attitude 
of his own people? 







9. At what points did Paul establish Chris- 
tian churches? 

10. Tell of some persons who worked with 
him in establishing and building up these 
churches. 

11. What books of the Bible were written 
by Paul? To what class of literature do 
these belong? ° 

12, Read Acts 26:19. Select and give in 
class some gems in our literature which must 
have been lost to the world if Paul had been 
“disobedient to the heavenly vision.” 

13. Name five cities in which Paul worked, 
specifying which of these were in Europe. 
What event of the past two years is asso- 
ciated with one of these cities, and by what 
name is this city now known? 

14. Had neither Paul nor any other early 
follower of Christ crossed over into Europe 
to tell the Gospel message, how would con- 
ditions here in our city in 1916 differ from 
existing conditions? 

15. (Written upon blackboard and for gen- 
eral discussion). What do you know regard- 
ing aa that you did not know three months 
ago 


—Sadie Mitchell, Emporia, Kan. 
ve 


With Colored Chalks 


GOT a piece of wall-board twenty- 

eight inches square. This I bordered 
with molding to give it a neat finish, 
then gave it three coats of white paint, 
not glossy but a flat white; being white 
it gave a better background for colored 
chalk than a black board. 

Nothing was put on the board until 
the exercise began. 

The teacher of a class that wants to 
follow this plan must be well posted, so 
as not to allow the lesson to drag. As 
we have been studying about Paul and 
the early church, the scholars were as- 
signed a certain portion of the lesson 
to recite when called upon. 

Now, we must have a beginning, so in 
the second quarter the first scholar was 
asked the question, “Where do we first 
hear .of Paul.?” 
new: -the- teacher -begins: his .part-on the 
white board, and placés a red dot to 
represent Jerusalem. The next scholar 
fecites his or her part, and while doing 
so the teacher traces a red line to -the 
hext point in the lesson, which : is 
Damascus, and places another red dot 
on the board. Then another scholar 
gave that part of the lesson which has 
to do with Paul’s journey into Arabia 
and back again, the teacher at all times 
tracing or making lines from one point 
to another as the recitation goes on. As 
I stated before he must be well posted, 
or he cannot locate the different points. 

When one part of review is com- 
pleted—as up to the First Missionary 
Journey,—I take another color of chalk 
and start on the First Journey, locating 
the different points of travel and what 
took place there. When the First Jour- 
ney is ended I again change colors, to 
distinguish between First and Second. 

The scholars were very much inter- 
ested in watching. the process and hav- 
ing before them a snow-white board be- 
ing covered by red, blue, and green dots 
representing the different cities, and col- 
ored lines from one place to another. 
We did not forget to make application 
of the lesson as we proceeded. 

Another - interesting feature was to 
have one scholar with open Bible fol- 
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for Whooping Lough, 
Spasmodic Croup, 
Asthma, Sore Throat, 
Coughs, Bronchitis, 
Estastisnen 1879. E gids, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, and 
often fatal affections tor which it is recommended, 

It isa simple, safe, effective and drug treatment. 

Vaporized Cresolene stops the parox ysms of Whoop- 
img sup and relieves Spasmodic Croup at once. 





n_asthma it shortens the attack and ensures| 
comfortable . 

‘The air carrying the ic vapor i d with 
every breath, makes b hi a th 





ig easy, sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene relieves the bronchial complicati 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid in 
the treatment of Diphtheria. 

Cresolene’s best recommen dation is its 37 gery ot 
successful use. Send us postal for Descriptive klet.§ 
For Sale by Druggists 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic ‘Throat ‘Tablets for the 
irritated throat, composed of slippery elm bark, 
licorice, sugar and Cresolene. ‘They can’t harm 
you. Of your druggist or from us 10c. in stamps. 


THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Beiiding. Montreal, Canada 


























A_New_"Wear-Well® Binding 
rs : 
Gistof the Lesson 
By R. A. TORREY 
The old reliable vest-pocket S. $8. Lesson 
Companion. World-famed for its con- 
densed thought, concise expression, pet- 
tinent illustration and spiritual appeal. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
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low. the ‘course and fill in anything that 
was left out: 1 arr going’to try the ptan 
again," Ohily: that as” éath “lésson” 1s Sttid- 
ied it will be assigned at once, so that 
the first scholar will have three months 
te prepare —MM. A. Pielstick,. Hastings, 


eb. 
wy 


Guess Who You Are! 
At THE end of a quarter-in which 


we have studied a number of inter- 
esting persons we write the names of as 
many characters as will go around the 
class, in large letters, one name each to 
a square of note-paper, and pin one on 
the back of each girl. No girl knows 
what name is pinned to her own back. 
The girls, in turn, stand with back to the 
class, that the class may see what char- 
acter each girl represents. Then facing 
the class, the girls, one after another, 
are asked questions, that they may guess 
whom they are representing. —Mrs. ‘E. 
_N. Veal, Hermon, Cal. 


, eae 
| Playing “Teacher” 


| Pann se out a list of fifty or more 
questions which would bring out the 
most important facts and truths in the 
Quarter’s lessons. 

Some of these questions were asked at 
every lesson, and many of them were 
| discussed several times, so that all the 
| boys in the class would know the an- 
| swers to all the questions if they had 
| been attentive during the lesson hour. 
| If you- have played the game of 
| “Teacher” with a ball, you will know 
what I mean when I say that we played 
the game of “Teacher” with these ques- 
| tions on Review Sunday. 
| Each question was written on a sepa- 
rate slip of paper. A boy was chosen 
as teacher. He took his place in front 
of the class and asked the questions, 
taking each one in turn. 

When any one failed to answer the 
question correctly, he was asked to “go 
to the foot.” When the “teacher” failed, 
the one at the head took his place. 

This plan made Review Sunday in- 
teresting and helped to secure attention 
during all the lesson hours of the 
Quarter. — Margery D. Hemenway, 
Framingham, Mass. 
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Another 


Nervous 
Breakdown ? 


W HAT iss it? Just 

tired out or just 
broken down ? If sleep alone 
no longer suffices to. allay 
the tension of nerves that 
are overwrought and dis- 
tracted, a complete collapse 
may not be far off. 





-_THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











| Books Worth Noting 


“The Coming of the Lord Draweth 
Nigh” (By C. J. Baker).—Do the Scrip- 
tures give any indication of the length 
of the “times of the Gentiles” referred 
to by our Lord in Luke 21:24? This 
pamphlet of over sixty pages is a thor- 
ough discussion of this question from 
the standpoint of a student of prophecy 
who believes that the Bible does indicate 
a duration of 2,520 years. This conclu- 
sion is bezed on the Bible use of “a day 
for a year,” which is applied to the 
seven “times,” which pueee over King 
Nebuchadnezzar, the first of the great 
Gentile world rulers; the seven years of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s judgment are figured 
as 2,520 literal days, and this same num- 
ber of years is taken to represent the 
length of the times of the Gentiles be- 
fore the coming of Christ. This does 
not mean setting a date for the Lord’s 
coming, inasmuch as there is not agree- 
ment as to the event with which the 
times of the Gentiles began, nor is there 
a possibility of knowing the exact ‘year. 
For those already familiar with the 
general outlines of Bible prophecy, this 
pamphlet is abundantly worth a careful 
study. (C. J. Baker, 621 Wyandotte 
Street, Kansas City, Mo.; 5 cents each, 
30 cents per dozen, postpaid.) 


In the Land of Ararat (By John Otis 
Barrows).—She was a daughter of the 
East, born some forty years ago at 





Cesarea; and laying down her life as a 


teuch, and even of later books, should 
be rearranged in an entirely different 
historical order, and that many portions 
of this biblical material should be put 
at a much later date, and so to date the 
Hebrews’ social legislation from this 
new arrangement, will give a totally 
different result. The presuppositions of 
the author are that the rearrangement 
of the Bible materials and the accept- 
ance of the later dates for many of 
them gives the correct history, and his 
conclusions are in accord with these pre- 
suppositions. Those who do not accept 
his presuppositions cannot accept his 
conclusions ; but even for them his valu- 
able collection of materials still remains, 
and these can be used in a way accept- 
able to themselves. One wishes that 
this young scholar, having the materials 
all in hand, would work out now in ad- 
dition to his obtained result the same 
process of social development according 
to the historical order claimed by the 
historical books of the Bible for them- 
selves. A comparison of the two re- 
sults would be very illuminating. It 
would probably show pretty clearly 
which critical view is correct. Surely 
all would welcome such a comparison. 
The world is indebted to Dr. Schaeffer 
for the painstaking work that has made 
available this mass of evidence. (Yale 
University Press, New Haven, $2.35 net.) 


(Lesson for Dec. 3:) DECEMBER 16, 1916 











SOMETHING *NU”* 


ABPS Investments 


American Baptist Publication Society 
1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Successrut Teacuers Use 


} 


PELOUBET’S 
Select Notes 


finding in them.a wealth of explanation, sugges- 
tion, illustration—in fact, material of all kinds 
needed to instruct and hold the attention of their 
classes, This help is given in the most concise, 


Physicians will frankly tell 
you that medicines are of no 
avail—that rest and nutrition 
are the only salvation. And as 
a scientific means of furthering 
nutrition they often use Sana- 


victim of the great world war in Turk- 
ish Armenia, “the Land of Ararat.” The 
book is-a sketch of the life of Elizabeth 
Freeman Barrows Ussher, wife of Dr. | 
Clarence D. Ussher and his fellow-mis- 
sionary’ in Van, Turkey in Asia, and 
was written with many tears by her 








togen—in itself concentrated nu- 
triion which conveys to the 
Ti starved centers exactly-the food 
that is needed, and especially 
organic phosphorus, “in such a 
form,” as Dr. Saleeby says, 
“that the nerves can actually 


take told of it.” 


Several weeks’ regular use of 
Sanatogen has brought to thou- 
sands and thousands of nervous 
sufferers new vigor, fresh vitality 
and sustaining endurance—with 
better sleep and better digestion. 


Lady Henry Somerset, one 
of the thousands of well-known 
people who have endorsed 
Sanatogen, writes; 


P “Sanatogen undoubtedly re- 
stores sleep, jnvigorates t he 









nerves — ts patient 
to heal as ® ~fatched its 
effect«e  ., § je nervous 
system r] «= § ntirely un- 
dermir “* 2 ER ive proved 
Sanatc £ r 

We anatogen a 
chanc 

FREE Siw OFFER 


On request we will send a 25-gram Sam- 
ple Package of Sanatogen, sho Richard 

Galhienne’s booklet, ““The Art of 
Living,” telling of Sanatogen’s” kindly 
help. Address ; 


Pp 
THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO. 
















26-G Irving Place, - - - New York 
Sanatogenis Awarded 
sold vey food Grand Prize 

drug: L at the 
everywhere, international 
in three ‘ongress 
sizes, of ee 
aoe 1913” 
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ENDORSED(BY OVER 
21,000 PHYSICIANS 























father, who himself was a missionary in 
the East. But when Elizabeth was still | 
a young girl -her Ss were obliged | 
to return home and: took up work again | 
in a New England parsonage. The lit- | 
tle biography tells of the life at school | 
and college, where her classmates gave | 
her the highest places of leadership; | 
of the missionary purpose, persisted in | 
against the judgment of many friends; | 
of the thrilling journey as a Single | 
young woman to Van, a journey made 
possible because of the bravery and re- 
sourcefulness of the man she soon) 
afterward married; of her fifteen years 
of missionary work, and finally the 
story of the great climax. That story 
of the siege of Van, in which Mrs. | 
Ussher laid down her life and out of 
which her husband was miraculously | 
saved, has been told by Dr. Ussher in| 
The Sunday School Times, the narra- | 
tive concluding in this week’s issue on | 
page 762. In that article Dr. Ussher 
tells of his wife’s Home-going, and Mrs. 
Gaw’s article on page 763 refers to the | 
doctor’s: devotedly cherished wife and 
his four motherless children. This life 
story does not need literary adornment 
in order to carry its message, and the 
simply-told narrative with the effective | 
illustrations should make a tremendous | 
appeal to American school girls, to 
whom it is inscribed, and to all others,— 
particularly when it is read-against the 
background of Dr. Ussher’s story, one 
of the most impressive narratives of the 
whole war. (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, Chicago and New York, $1 net.) 

The Social Legislation of the Primi- 
tive Semites (By Henry Schaeffer, 
Ph.D.).—The mass of evidence and / 
opinions collected here, and the labor in- 
volved in collecting, are prodigious. The 
book is a mine of riches on its sub- 
ject. Surely not much has escaped the | 
patience of the author. Opinions of the | 
value of the conclusions reached by the 
author depend upon the acceptance or 
rejection of his presuppositions. Mani- 
festly, to assume that the social legisla- 
tion of the Hebrews is properly re- 
corded in the Pentateuch and later his- 
torical books of the Bible taken at their 
face value will give one conclusion con- 
cerning such legislation. in Israel; to| 
assume that the material of the Penta-! 











practical form, so that i is easily imparted to 
others, making the lesson hour one of pleasure 
“aswell as profit to the pupils. 

Send for Free Sample Pages, and note how 
clearly yet concisely the Scripture text is ex- 
plained and illustrated. Cloth, 384 pages, $3.95 
met; delivered $1.25. 





Uniform Graded Quarterlies 
for over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded to be 
_ unexcelled, and have won the first place among Sunday School periodicals. 
Our corps of editors, comprising Rev. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., Rev. A. H. 
MCKINNEY, PH.D., MRS. LILLIAN KENNEDY WYMAN, and MRs. ANNA L. 
BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday School writers, and their naiies guarantee 


their worth. 


most helpful and concise form, 


requisites, 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons in the 


Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Department 





tain. 
interesting to older readers. 


Books for Young People 


The books we publish are of exceptional worth and merit. Our object is to pro- 
vide good literature for young people of a character both to instruct and enter- 
Although these stories are primarily for young people, they are intensely 


We shall be pleased to send ourcompleté Illustrated Book Catalogue on request. 





Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


A selecied list of 6@ subjects to illustrate the International Sunday Schoel Les- 
sons for 1916. - Price, in a box, 50 cents, postpaid. 

If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered in lots of 10 or more. Price, 
1 cent each, postpaid. In ordering, give the numbers, 





Ss Boston, Mass. Ww. A. WILDE Co. 


Chicago, i. 3 











Sunday is a long day for many mothers 





| Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Children 


offers suggestions for Bible games and other occupations for the free 
It will aid you in solving many problems of the 


hours of Sunday. 
home. 50 cents, postpaid. 





Because they don’t know how to keep the minds’ 
of their children occupied. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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